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I. N. J-
The Texas District of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other

States met for its twenty-second convention, designated "Youth
Convention,” in Trinity Church, Houston, Tex., from the 31st of
March to the 5th of April, 1937. In the opening Service, conducted
in the school auditorium at 8 F. m., the venerable President of
Synod, Dr. J. W. Behnken, preached on 1 Cor. 15, 58. Friday eve-
ning a pastoral Service with Holy Co mm union was held, the Rev.
J. G. Elser delivering the confessional address and the Rev. P. F.
Kaiser the pastoral sermon. In the educational Service on Sunday
morning Pastor G. W. Lad ewig was the Speaker. Prof. O. P. Kretz­
mann, Executive Secretary of the Walther League, preached a
"youth” sermon at a mass-meeting in Trinity Hall on Sunday
night. The devotional exercises on Friday moming were dedicated
to the memory of the sainted Pastor emeritus J. H. Sieck and
Teacher G. R. Baumgart. The twenty-fifth anniversary of Pastors
P. J. Klenk and Paul G. Birkmann, the thirtieth anniversary of
Teacher L. O. Kasper, and the fortieth anniversary of Director
H. Studtmarm were observed. Eight sessions were held, also a pas­
toral Conference, and a Conference of teachers.

RÖSTER
1 = full-time absence, excused; 2=pari-time absence, excused;

3=full-time absence, not excused; 4=part-fime absence. not excused;
5= new membcrs.

Pastor
Albers, B.C.
Allmann, A. R,
Appel, C. J.
Arndt, A.
Behnken, Victor
Beyer, C. M.
Beyer, Geo. J.
Biar, G. EL
Birkmann, Paul G.
Birnbaum, J. A .2
Bornemann, Th.2
Bohot, A.
Bocrger, F.2
Breehne, C. F.
Bruns, Arthur
Brust, P. G.
Dorre, W. E.
Eifert, P.
Elser, J. G.
Evers, Theo.1
Fischer, G. W.
Frerking, H.
Froehlich, A.
Gaertner, H. C.
Gummelt, W. B.
Hannusch, Wm.
Harms, 0. R.
Heckmann, E. A.

1. Voting Pastors and Delegntes
Deieoßte

1
Edwin Kersten

Conaregation
Honey Grove, St. James’s

( Lariat, St. John’s
(Friona, Immanuel

William Penn, Bethlehem
Wharton, St. John’s
Fort Worth, St. Paul’s
Wichita Falls, St. Paul’s
Marlin, Grace
Waco, St. Marks
Rose Hill, Salem
Vernon, St. Paul’s
Galveston, St. John’s

! Shin er, Immanuel
Vsetin, Immanuel
Three Rivers, St. Paul’s
Tyler, Trinity
Sparenberg, St. Paul’s 5
Mercedes, Immanuel
Houston, St. John’s
Warda, Holy Cross
McAlien, St. Paul’s
El Paso, Zion
Giddings, Immanuel

( Canyon, St. Paul’s
( Amarillo and Hereford

Houston, Messiah
Malo ne, Salem
Edna, St. Paul’s
Otto, Zion
Houston, Trinity
Riese], Trinity

[3]

H. C. Witte
Rudolph Boerger
Fred W. Thorman
Alb. J. Weeth
A. C. Schimming
Th. J. Becker
Alvin Fehrle
F. E. Lcwke
Dr. W. Krueger
Lewis Tesch
Sam Kaspar

3
E. S. Lentz
F. Ohls
Herman Zach
John Tschatschula
C. Schroeder

1
August Biar
H. J. Meyer
C. E. Froehlich
A. E. Huse

3
E. O. Bethkc
Henry J. Schutte
B. T. Fenske
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Pastor
Heinemeier, G.
Herzog, J.
Jesse, R. A.
Kalt wasser, A.R.
Kasper, C. E.
Kaiser, P. F.
Kautz, G. W.
Klenk, P. J.
Knoernschild, E. C.
Kollmeyer, J. H
Ladewig, C. W.
Lotz, W. J.
Luekens, C.W.2
Luecke, W. J.
Manz, K. G.
Meyer, A. J.
Michalk, A.F.
Miertschin, P. B.

Moebus, A. E 2

Mo erbe, E. F.
Napier, C. H 2
Naumann, Geo. A.2
Nerger, Robert
Niemann, A. J
Oberhaus, G. A.
Osthoff, R.
Peiman, H. F.
Plackemeier, H.
Rast, A_ 0.
Rathjen, A.
Rathgeber, E. R.
Rebber, J, A,
Remmert, W.H.
Repp, A. C.
Riese, E, H.
Robert, E. M.
Roitsch, H.
Scacr.M. J.
Schmidt, H
Schreiner, O. C.
Schreiner, W. M.
Smith, E. O.
Spitzenpfei], E.E.
Stelzer, F. H.
Steyer, C. J.&
Steyer, E.<
Stratmann, W. W.
Stroebel, H. A.
Traugott, H. A.2
Trinklein, L. A.
Ulmer, L.E.2
Wagner, A, B.
Wagner, Eric E.
Werner, L.
Wiederaenders, H. L.?
Wolf, E. A.2

Conflrecatton
San Angelo, Trinity

| Battle, St. John’s
j Mart, Grace

Houston, St. Matthew's
Manheim, Ebenczcr
Kingsville, St. Paul’s
Iowa Park, Trinity

( Lexington, St. James’s
(Lyons, Immanuel

Olney, St. Luke’s
Engie, Salem
Walburg, Zion
Port Arthur, Trinity
Houston, St. Paul’s
Navasota, Trinity
Littlcßeid, Immanuel
Austin, St. Paul’s
Houston, Immanuel

J Fodor, Trinity
1 Loebau, Christ

Taylor, Christ

(La Grange, Zion
La Grange, Trinity
Swiss Alp, Zion
Aleraan, St. Paul’s
Dallas, Grace
Klein, Trinity
Wallis, St. Paul’s
Bishop, St Paul s
Clifton, Immanuel
Lincoln, St. John’s
Vernon, Zion
Houston, Bethany
San Antonio. St. Pauls
San Antonio, Mount Calvary
Sagerton, Zion
Kingsbury, Evangelist
The Grove, St. Paul’s
San Antonio, Mount Olive
Cisco, Grace
Dallas, Zion
Beaumont, St. John’s
Wilson, St. Paul’s
Serbin, St. Paul’s
SmithviHe, Grace
Sealy, Trinity
Clarksville, St. John’s

J Kurten, Zion
t North Zulch. Bethlehem
Thomdale, St. Paul’s
Westfield, St. Matthew's
Cisco, Christ
Alamo, Zion
Pottsville, Immanuel
Albany, Trinity
Winchester, St. Michael’s
Hufsmith, Zion
Eden, Trinity
New Braunfels, Holy Cross
Coppetas Cove, Immanuel
Abilene, Zion
Harlingen, St. Paul’s 5

DclcffaU
Max Feuge

1
Frank Hansen
G. Urban
Alvin Schubert
Alex Klinkermann
Herman Polnick
W. J. Kunkel
Fritz Bretting
Carl Doering
Wm.H. Smith2
M. O. Scholze

1
Louis Horrxsberger
M. K. Manz
A. H. Smith
Herman Zscherh
Oscar Winkler
Adolf Krueger

H.Huelsebusch

Walter Schrank
Hy. Ninnenkamp 2
Bernh. Hildebrandt
Walter Ludwig
Gerh. Dube
G. B. Wiederaenders
Louis Kissmann
Oscar Fricling 2
George Timm
E. A. Kramer2

1
Fritz Diers
Hilmar Willman n
Charles Winkler
Edward Wittlif

1
H. T.Biar
Hy. Schiesler 2

3
Gerh. Zach

3
A. W. Klopstcck
H. H. Spoede 2
Carl Brocksmith
O.F. Weise
C. H. Mueller
Otto Wende
F. H. Hellman
Rob. Jahns

1
C. T. Kasper
A. B. Klein
Carl Pflüger

1
G. C. Fräse

H. Bergman
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2. Advisory Mcmbcrs.
A. Pastors

Bartling, A. W.2
Bewie, W. H.
Rirkmann, G., D. D.,

P. em.1
Buchs eha eher, W.
Gaertner, C, A.
Gaertner, John
Graalmann, T.
Groeschel, A.
Hartfi Gl, H.O.*
Hingst, R.

Alms, R.
Baden, J.
Bangert, E. L.
Barchenger, C. G.
Bartels, A
Bentrup. G.
Best, C.
Bethke, T. R.
Bleeke, W. G.
Ru es eher, H. R.
Buls, RS
Buss, WA 1
Buuck, R. G.
Doering, W. O 2
Dube, K. E,, einer.
Eifert, E. G.
Geihsler, A .3

Holtzen, P.
Karcher, L.
Lammert, F. W.
Lammert. Fred.
Locsel, W. G.
Luedtke, H. W.
Martin, R.
Miertsehin, E. E.
Melendez, A.
Meyer, W. E.l
Naumann, O. E.

B. Teachers

Groeschel, Max M.
Groth, L.
Heinemeier, T. J.l
Jutzi, B.F. cand.l
Kasper, L. O.
Kieschniek, O. H.
Koepsell, A. E.
Krcnzke, L»,'
Lammert, T.l
Launer, G. O.
Lange, A. C. F.
T.eimer, H. E.
Lehenbauer, A.
Lehmann, A. F,
Mantey, E. G.
Meissner, L. W
Mueller, Osw.

Sumroary.
.Present

Voting Pastors __ __ _______ 82
Delegates ........... ....._ .............. 72
Advisory Pastors ..................... 29
Teachers ...... . ........ .................. 41

224

Naumann. G. T.
Neeb, Prof. M. J.
Obenhaus, G. W.
Qnitmeyer, Hugo G
Sanders, E. H.
Schmidt, O. E.
Smith, Harry H,
Studtmann, Prof. H.
Viehweg, Prof. G.
Wiederaenders, R.2- 5

Nielsen, Wm. H.l
Schaefer, H.
Schkade, H. W J
Schleier, G. M., emerj
Scho e sso w, C. T.
Schraeder, Theo.
Schulz, E.
Schuetze, M.
Stroebel, H. W.
Twenhafel, GW.’
Voth, W. H.-
Waiser, A. O.
Weiser, H. E.
Wendland, E. F.
Wilkening, E. F.
Winter, R. C.2
Wolter, M. T.

Absent Tofel
2 84

12 84
2 31

10 51
■ ■ F- ■ ■
26 250

Gjiests.- Dr. Theo. Graebner, Prof. O. P. Kretzmann, Prof. Carl S.
Mundinger, Prof. E. Essig. Candidates: Victor Meyer, L. Hemmann,
John Rische. Students: H. Mischke, D. W. Mailing, Eimer Klenk, H. Syl­
vester, J. Tews, H. Gaertner, E. Riske. Teaeher Candidates; H. Nier-
meyer, H. Heinzen, John Klein.

Presidenfs Address
(See May issue of the Texas Lutheran Messenger)
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President’s Report

A. Ordained and Installed
a. Pastors

1937
Cand. H. Quitmeyer (St.L.), in Hamilton, Sexagesima, by

Pastor H. Stroebel.
Cand. R. Wiederaenders (St.LJ, in Bammel, Judica, by Pastor

R. A. Jesse.
b. Teachers Installed

1936
Cand. Walter Buss (S), in Vernon, St.Paul’s, 12th Trin., by

Pastor J. A. Birnbaum. ^^7

Cand. Reuben H. Buls (S), in Wichita Falls, Invocavit, by
Pastor C. M. Beyer.

B. Transfers

Pastors

1936
Pastor Fred. Boerger, from The Grove to Three Rivers, 6th

Trin., by Pastor 0. E, Naumann.

1937
Pastor Wm. H. Remmert, from Loebau to The Grove, Friday,

January 15, by Pastor W. G- Btichschaeher.

C. Dismissais
1) Through Calls into Other Districts

Pastors

1936
Pastor Hy. Hartenberger, into Oklahoma District.
Pastor IVT. E. A, Mueller, into Oklahoma District

1937
Pastor H. Luedke, into Southern Illinois District.
Pastor E. O. Smith, into Southern Illinois District.

2) Through Resignation

Teacher

1936
Teacher K. E. Dube, Giddings (impaired Health).
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3) Through Death

a. Pastor

1936
Pastor J. H. C. Sieck, Walburg, August 26.

e. Tfachfr

1936
Teachcr G. R. Baumgart, Klein, December 16.

4) Through Other Causes
Tfacher

1936
Teacher L. G. Groth, Malo ne, owing to financial difficulties of

the congregation, was compelled io acccpt his releasc.

Oflicial Visits
Visitor P. G. Brust: Mc Allen, Harlingen, San Benito, Browns-

ville.
Visitor A. F. Michdlk: Lexington (2); Manheim.
Because during the year preceding last year’s Convention ab out

60 congregations were offictaÖy visite d by the President, the Vice-
Presidents, and the Visitors, as rspotted at the Serbin Convention,
very few official visits were made since the last Convention. How-
ever, all Visitors conducted circuit meetings with all pastors and
representatives of the various congregations after the River Forest
Visitors’ Conference.
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DOCTRINAL ESSAYS

God’s Etemal Election
A Summst? of Article XI of the Formula of Concord,

with some Annotation*
(ConchtfionJ

Prof. G. Vieeweg, Essayist

Introductory Remarks
Düring last year’s Session at Serbin we discussed paragraphs

1—12 of Article XI of the Formula of Concord, containing the in-
troduction, stating the distinction between the etemal foreknowl-
edge of God and election and warning us not to consider election
in God’s secret, inscrutable counsel. In the introduction there was
also given a brief summaiy of the controversy on election which
raged in our Synod during the closing years of the past Century.

Before taking up our diseussion at paragraph 13, permit me to
state that the rest of the essay contains nothing hüt a Condensed
trans er ipt of Article XI of the Formula of Concord with a few
additional remarks. Since the essay itself is so short, there is
ample time for discussion. Let us take this opportunity and discuss
the doctrine of election thoroughly, guided by Scripture and our
Confessions.

Such discussions are not only of academic interest to Profes­
sional theologians, but of immense practica! importance for every
Christian, as may be seen from the following incident related by
Carl Manthey-Zoru in his book Dies und Das aus jruehem Amts­
leben, p. 150 (the translation is rather free and somewhat
abridged): “An old man by the name of K., whose former pastor
had been a Calvinist, teaching an election of hoth grace and wrath,
to life and damnation, had joined my congregation. By this Cal-
vinistic teaching the old man had been brought almost to the point
of despair. He did not know whether God for Christ’s sake was
gracious to hün or angry with him. He said: ‘God’s etemal
predestination eannot fail. If God has chosen me to salvation, then
I shall be saved; if he has chosen me to damnation, I shall be
damned. How can I know what God has in etemity determined
concerning me?' He offen came to me, and we had long con-
versations. Again and again I told him: 'According to Scripture
there is an election of grace. Scripture teaches that God in His
free grace, for Christ’s sake, has chosen certain people to faith
and salvation. How could it be otherwise? Faith and salvation
we receive only from God. He who believes and is saved is in
himself not b etter than anybody eise. He has not first given any-
thing to God that could be recompensed to him again. As far as
he is concerned, he did not assume a better attitude toward God
and God’s grace than anybody eise. All is only God’s grace in
Christ, in etemity and in time, when He elected or predestinated,
and when He carried out His etemal purpose. But according to
Scripture there is no election of wrath. Scripture does not teach
that God predestinated any one to obduration and damnation. On
the contrary, it teaches that God wants to save everybody, no 
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matter how ungodly he is, and seriously calls him to faith, that
every one who is lost is lost only because he do es not want to be­
ll eve and persistently resists the Holy Ghost, who wants to convert
him through the Word. This Word of God you must believe, not
Rev. K. or any other book or your own notions,’ I offen told him
very emphatically.

“Then old K. always quoted Rom, 9,18: ‘Therefore hath He
mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He
hardeneth.’ I told him: 'You must understand this passage as the
Holy Ghost explains it in this chapter. If God eonverts and saves
some one, it is only God’s mercy not man’s own doing. If some one,
as did Pharaoh, hardens himself against God’s Word, makes him-
self a vessel of di v ine wrath, and prepares himself for damnation,
then God comes with His judgment of obduration as, when, and
where He wills; but also there God shows great patience?

“We also read together Article XI of the Formula of Concord,
where, I showed him, my doctrine was carroborated. He asked me
at times: 'How can I know for sure that I am chosen?’ I an-
swered: 'You should not torment yourself with the question
whether you arc chosen, but look at the cross of Christ, where you
sinner have been redeemed. You should hear the gracioiis Word
of God, which calls you to Christ and to salvation. Then say in
faith: “Amen, I am redecmed; God wants me, God has certainly
chosen me from eternity.”1 After such conversations old K. was
always comforted and said: ‘That is God’s Word, that is the sound
of the Word of God.’ Then he would partake of the Lord’s Supper.
But his doubts returned; again and again old K. came to me, and
time and again he went away comforted.

“Then he tcok sick. It is seif-evident that I visited him
diligently and tried to kecp him in the comfort of true faith with
God’s Word. After every visit I was very mucb satisfied, and he
was glad. One night I was called to his death-bed. When I came
to him, — his wife and his brother-in-law, an elder of my congre-
gation, werc also present,— old K. lookcd at me frightened and
said: 'God is angry?’ Firmly I told him the gracious Word of
God and prayed with him. Thereupon he was contcnt and said:
'This is the sound of the Word of God,’ turned over and slumbered
for a while. Aroused from bis slumber, he said: 'God is angry!’
Again I told him God’s Word of grace, and again he said: ‘That
is the sound of the Word of God’; again he slumbered. But the
shadows of death were descending upon him. Again he was
aroused and stammered: 'God is angry!’ Then I told him bricfly
and sharply: 'You lie! God is gracious. And I, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, in the stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ, announce to you the grace of God and
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.’ Then peace and joy flitted
over his face and he stammered: 'The sound of the Word of God.’
His eycs grew dim, his breath stopped, his mouth opened, he
stretch ed violently and lay lifeless. I closed his eyes and his
mouth, folded his hands and spoke with those present a prayer
of thanks.

“Then I went with his brother-in-Iaw into an adjacent room
and sat down with him. Wo seareely had taken a seat, when all
of a sudden we heard a cry of terror from the room where the old 
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man had died, as we thought. We ran into the room. The man
supposed to be dead had thrnwn his arms over his head, his eyes
stared, frightened, and over his lips came the words 'God is angry!
Then— I do not remember my exact words — I shouted the grace
of God into his heart and finally told him: ‘Die, God is gracious?
Then he really died. Befere he died, I saw how his Ups moved to
sayi ‘The sound —. But I fainted. In the living-room I regained
conseioiisness. That was a hard struggle between God’s Word of
grace and Calvinism. But God’s Word obtained eternal victory.

A Complete Definition of Election, §§ 13—24
We can think correctly and profitably coneermng eternal elec­

tion only when we consider it in connection with the order of
salvation, as Paul treats it Rom. 8, 29 f.; Eph. 1,4 f.; and as Christ
speaks of it in Matt. 22,1S. The order of salvation comprises the
following points, mentioned in paragraphs 15—22- universal re-
demption, the means of grace through which redemption is offered
to us, their efficacy, justification, sanctification, preservation in faith
to the end, eternal salvation. This order of salvation, however, is
not identical with election, as some elaim; nor does the Formula
of Concord confuse these two doctrines, but clearly distinguishes
them. This is dnne in paragraph 23, where, for example, it is
stated: In His election God has prepared salvation not only in gen­
eral (for the elect), but has chosen to salvation each and every
person of the elect, who are to reach salvation not by a special
route, but by the general way revealed by God in His Word. The
general order of salvation comprises the doctrine of election and
never ought to be excluded when we speak of election. * Satan
attempts to destroy the comfort which is to be found in this doc­
trine for the children of God. Hence many are in confusion ab out
this doctrine. To such as are eonfused we must speak the clear
word of salvation.* (Asterisks indicate points of discussion in
connection with the ßssay.)

The Correct Use of the Doctrine of Predestination, §§ 25—-33
How can we know wbo are the elect? In order to ascertain

this, we should not judge according to our reason nor according
to the Law or from extern al appearance, neither should we at-
tempt to investigate the secret abyss of divine predestination.
“He who examines bim seif according to reason or the Law will
find this doctrine terrible. At best he comes to the point where
he says (Im besten Falle kommt er dahin, dass er sagt) : I do not
know whether I am chosen.’ However, if he is in earnest ab out
being saved, if be is a man who is troubled concerning his salvation
(der in Kummer ueber sein Heil geraten ist), he will either despair
and thus fall away, or he will cast everything overboard («lies
in die freie Schanze schlagen. — risk, jeopardize) and thus come to
fall on the other side. But to him who looks at predestination as
Paul does it is comfcrting. ‘Of this [election] we should not
judge . . . from any extemal appearance.’ Form, of Conc., Art.
XI, 26. No doubt these words principally mean that a person
should not consider himself chosen if everytbing goes well with
him in this life, nor, on the other band, should he think that be
belongs to the reprobates if he is unsuccessful in his undertakings, 
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if misfortune continually pursues him, if one sickness after another
enters his home, if poverty and disgrace oppress him.” (Proceedings
of West. Dist, 1879, p. 48.) We can kam who the elect are only,
from the Gospel, the reveakd will of God, Eph. 1, 9—14; 2 Tim.
1, 9.10. The Gospel directs us to our calling, Rom. 8, 29. 30; God
calls us through the Word, Luke 24, 47; 2 Cor. 5, 20; Matt. 20,
1-—16; 22, 3 ff. If we wish to consider our elect ion with profit, we
must firmly cling to the fact of the universality of redemption, of
grace, of the Gospel-promise, of the call, Luke 24, 47; John 3, 16;
1, 29; 6, 51; 1 John 1, 7; 2, 2; Matt. 11, 28; Rom. 11, 32; 2 Pet.
3, 9; Rom. 10, 12; 3, 22; John 6, 40; Mark 16, 15.

The call of God is serious and efficacious. We should not re-
gard it as mere sham (Spiegelfechten). The Word of God, by which
we are called, is a ministration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3, 8, and a power
of God unto salvation, Rom. 1,16. It is God’s will that we should
receive, believe, and obey His Word. The elect arc described in
the Bible as people who he ar the Gospel, John 10, 27. 28, believe in
Christ, pray, are sanctified in love, have hope, patience, and com-
fort under the crnss, Rom. 8, 25, and hunger and thirst after right-
eousness, Matt. 5, 6. Thus the Spirit of God gives to the elect the
testimony that they arc the children of God and intercedes for
them, Rom. 8,16. 26. Scripture assures us that God, who has begun
the good work in us, will prcserve it to the end if we ourselves do
not wilfully turn from Him, 1 Cor. 1, 9; Phil. 1, 6; 1 Pet. 5, 10;
2 Pet. 3, 9; Heb. 3, 2. We should coneem ourselves with the re-
vealed will of God and not attempt to sound the abyss of predesti-
nation, Luke 13, 23. 24. Luther5s advice in his preface to the
Epistk to the Romans is! "Fellow the Episfle to the Romans in its
order, concern yourself first with Christ and His Gospel that you
may come to a knowkdge of your sins and His grace; ncxt, contend
with sin, as Paul teachcs from the first to the eighth chapter; then,
when in the eighth chapter you come into temptation under the
cross and afSictions, this will teach you in the ninth, tenth, and
elcventh chapters how comforting the doctrine of predestina-
tion is,” etc.

The Lost, §§ 34—42
The reason why the call of God is not successful in all men is

not that God does not wish to work in them. God’s call is effica-
cious and sincere. He docs not act as if He invited all men while
in reality He wants only a few to he saved and the great bulk
of mankind to be damned. This would assign contradictory wills
to God and make Him a despicable hypocrite and liar. Then He
would be guilty of the same crime which He condemns in men,
Ps. 5, 9; 12, 2 f. From such hypocritical invitations of God we eould
draw no comfort. In order to assure us of His sincere and earnest
desire to save us, He not only öfters the promise of the Gospel in
general, but seals it through the Sacraments to every believer in
particular. For this reason we also retain private absolution, which
is a voice from hcaven assuring us of our recanciliation with God.
If God’s call were not sincere, we could not believe that the Holy
Ghost is present with the Word and works through it. Those who
unto their end despisc the Word of God, reject, blaspheme, and
persecute it, harden their hearts, resist the Holy Ghost, persist in
sins, do not truly believe in Christ, make only an outward show of 
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godliness. seek ways to salvation outside of Christ, are not eie et,
Matt. 22, 6; Acts 13, 46; Heb. 4, 2. 7; Acts 7, 51; Luke 14, 18;
Mark 16, 16; Matt. 7, 22; 22, 12; Rom. 9, 31. As God ordained to
save the elect through His Word, according to His established
Order, thus He also determined tn Harden and eondemn tbose who
wilhilly and persistently reject His Word and His Spirit, although
He sincerely wished to save also them through His Word. Thus
it is that many are called, but few are chosen. Only few accept
the Word in sincere faith; the greatest number despises it. The
cause of this contempt for the Word is not God's foreknowledge
or predestination but the perverse will of man, whieh rejects or
perverts the means of grace and resists the Holy Ghost, who wishcs
to work also in him through the Word, Matt. 23,37. Many receive
the Word with joy, but later fall away again, Luke 8,13. This is
not because God is unwilling to keep them in faith, whieh would be
contrary to Phil. 1, 6, but because they wilfully tum away again
from God’s holy Law, grieye and embitter the Holy Ghost, im-
plicate themselves in the filth of the world, and gamish their heart
for the devil, 2 Pet. 2, 10. 20; Eph. 4, 30; Heb. 10, 26; Luke 11, 25.

Cntnfort and Warmng to be Drawn from This Doctrine
§§ 43-51

If we abide by the mystery of predestination as far as it is
revealed to us, it is very useful, salutary, and oonsolatory. It es-
tablishes justification by grace; from etemity, before we existed,
we were chosen according to God's purpose by grace in Christ to
salvation, Rom. 9, 11; 2 Tim. 1, 9. It overthrows ah erroneous
opinions conceming the powers of our natural will; for from
etemity God decided to produce in us through the Word every
thing that pertains to our conversion.

This doctrine aSords the glorious consolation that God was
so grcatly concemcd ab out the salvation of every Christian that
before the foundation of the world He delibcrated concerning it
and ordained how He would bring me to faith and keep me
therein; also, that He wished to secure my salvation so well and
certainly that, since through the weakness and wickedness of my
Besh it cnuld easily be lost or through the craft and might of the
devil and the world be snatched from me, He ordained it in His
eternal purpose, whieh cannot fail or be overthrown, and placed
it for preservation in the almighty hand of my Savior, from whieh
no one can pluck me, John 10, 28. Because we have been called
according to His purpose, nothing can separate us from the love
of God, Rom. 8, 28. 39.

This doctrine affords the glorious consolation especially under
the cross and amid temptations that God from etemity determined
that He would assist us in all our tribulations, grant patience, hope,
and comfort, and make even our suffe rings work together for good
for our salvation, Rem. 8, 2&~39. It gives us the guarantee that
the Church of God will exist in spite of the gates of hell and
teaches us whieh is the true Church of God, Rom. 9, 24. 25. From
the doctrine of predestination also powerful admonitions and warn-
ings are derived, Luke 7, 30; 14, 24; Matt. 20, 16; Luke 8, 8. 18.
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Supplement. Main Thought:
The Mystery of Election Is Unsearchable, §§ 52—93

We must carefully distinguish between that which is revealed
in God’s Word conceming this doctrine and that which is not
revealed. God has still concealed much conceming this mystery
which we should not investigate and in regard to which we should
draw no conclusions. We must adhere to the revealed Word. Our
curiosity is always more eager to pry into those mysteries which
God has concealed than to study those things which He has re­
vealed. Many features of this doctrine are so intricate and in-
volved that we are not able to harmonize them with our reason,
sometbing that God has not commanded us.

God knows from etemity the exact number of those who will
be saved and of those who will be lost; yet He has not revealed
it to us, much less has He commanded us to investigate it. On the
contrary, He has eamestly discouraged such inquisitive prying
into these fathomless mysteriös ( Rom. 11, 33 ff. God knows, and
has determined for every one, the hour of bis call and conVersion,
but He has not revealed it to us. We are commanded to keep on
urging the Word, but to entrüst the time and hour to God, Acts
1, 7. *We should make much of the fact that we are converted
rather than of the hour of our conversion. If our reason would
fathom the wisdom of God in connection with this mystery, we
are to silence it.*

Here is a mystery indeed. God gives His Word at one place
but not at another; removes it from one place, allows it to remain
at another; one is hardened, another, who is just as guilty, Ls con-
verted, etc. With the same people, who are in the same condem-
nation, God deals differently. In thcse and similar questions Paul,
Rom. 11, 22 ff., fixes a certain limit beyond which we should not go.
For one thing we should recognize God’s judgment. Whcn God so
punishes a nation for despising His Word, such punishrnent is
well deserved. Thereby He exhibits His severity, shows us what
we all have deserved by our wickedness and ingratitude, in order
that we may live in the fear of God, and praise His goodness, ex-
cluding any merit in us to whom He gives His Word, whom He does
not harden and reject.

Since we are corrupted by sin and subject to God’s wrath,
He owes us neither His Word, His Spirit, nor His grace. We offen
reject His gifts of grace and make ourselves unworthy of eternal
life, Acts 13, 46. “Whcn we shall come to heaven, we sh all have
no reason to praise ourselves. We shall not be able to say: ‘Well,
now I am in beaven at last, but I surely worked bard; how I
prayed, how mucb tribulation I suffered patiently, how I served
my neighbor!’ No, this cursed praise will not be heard in he ave n;
all the elect and all the angels of heaven will have to praise only
God’s grace.” (Proceedings of West. Dist., 1877, p. 26.)

“We are censured because we deny that our election depends
on man’s conduct. But to maintain tbts is a frightful error, from
which a Lutheran ought to shrink with horror (wovor einem
Lutheraner die Haut schaudern sollte); for thereby the honor
which is due only to Christ, who has redeemed us at such a great
price, is taken away from Hirn. Therefore we should despLse such
Speech. It is borrible. They say that my salvation depends on 
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me, who am a miserable, sinful wenn. No, such great things do
not hang on a miserable hair of man. They hang on strong er
ropes, which are the cords of God’s eternal love. . . . Reason says,
How can it be otherwise? Are you insane? Yes, we are so insane
as to say: No, it is not this miserable filth (dieser elende Dreck)
on which I dopend, when I ask, Will I be saved? but on Christ
and His blood. . . . Christ do es not care to be yoked to one Wagon
with such a scamp (Christus bedankt sich, sich an einen Wagen
mit einem solchen Lumpen spannen zu lassen) that the sinner
then might say: Is it not so, if I bad not helped, Thou wouldst
not have succeeded in getting me this far (waerest du auch nicht
mit mir bis hierher gekommen)!" {Proceedings of West. List.,
1879, p. 115.)

“The Scriptural doctrine of Prädestination is contained in the
hymn *Now I have Found the Sure Foundation’ (German hymn-
book, No. 240; Engi., No. 312). There we have the same twofold
foundation which also the apostle knows, the wounds of Jesus and
eternal mercy. The synergists would have to add another stanza,
which perhaps might read as follows: 'Es ist zum dritten das Ver­
halten, Das Gott an mir vorhergesehn; Zwar haett' auch ich der
Gnade Walten Wohl koennen boeslich widerstehn; Doch hab’ ich’s
nicht so arg gemacht. Und das hat mir das Heil gebracht.' This
might be translated: ‘Thirdly it is my conduct which God foresaw.
True, also I COuld have maliciously resisted the working of grace;
but I was not quite so bad as that, and that brought me salvation.’ ”
(Lehre und Wehre, 1884, p. 292.) In some persons God displays
His righteous, well-deserved judgments that we, who are exactly
like them, may leam the more diligently to praise God’s pure, un-
merited grace in the vessels of mercy. No injustice is done to those
who receive the wages of their sins, In the rest, whom God saves
by His Word, He commends His pure grace and mercy without
their merit. When we proceed thus fax in this article, we remain
on the right way, Hos. 13, 9. Regarding those things in this dis-
putation which would so ar too high and beyond these limits, we
should with Paul place the finger upon our lips and say: Rom.
9,20. Paul himself shows that we neither can nor should in-
vestigate and fathom everything in this article. At first he argues
much conceming this doctrine from the revealed Word of God.
But as soon as he comes to the mysteriös reserved by God for His
hidden wisdom, he suppresses, and cuts off, all reasonint* Rom.
11, 33—36.

The eternal election is to be considered in Christ and not out-
side of Hirn, Eph. 1,4 f. It is revealed from heaven through the
preaching of God’s Word, Matt. 17, 5; 11, 28; John 16, 14. The
entire Holy Trinity directs all men to Christ as to the Book of Life,
in whom they should seek the eternal election of the Father, John
14, 6; 10, 9. Christ, who is in the bosom of the Father, has an-
nounced to us the will of the Father and thus also our eternal
election to eternal life, Mark I, 15; John 6, 40; 3, 16. The Father
wants all men to hear this proclamation and desires that they
come to Christ; and Christ does not cast them From Hirn, John
6, 37. In order that we may come to Christ, the Holy Ghost works
faith in us through the hearing of the Word, Rom. 10,17. Whoever
desires to be saved should not trouble himself with thoughts con- 
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cerning the secret counsel of God, whether he is cleeted. With such
thnughts Satan attacks godly hearts. Such should rather hear
Christ and look upon Him as the Book of Life, in which is written
the eternal election. He tes tifies to all men. without distinction that
all who labor and are heavy laden with sin should come to Him
that He may give them rest and save them, Matt. 11,28. He wants
us to abstain from sin, repent, and trust in Him. Since we cannot
do this by our own strength, the Holy Ghost desires to work
repentance and faith in us through the Word and Sacrament. In
order that we may attain this and remain steadfast, we should im-
plore God for His grace, which He has promised us in Baptism.
He will impart it to us according to His promise, Luke 11,11 ff.

Since the Holy Ghost dwells in the elect and is not idle in
them, but impels them to obey God’s commands, they likewise
should not he idle, much less resist the impulse of God’s Spirit.
They should rather exercise themselves in all Christian virtues,
thus making their calling and election sure, 2 Pet. 1,10. The more
they experience the power of the Spirit within them, the less
they doubt their election, Rom. 8,16. Notei We need not make
sure our election with respect to God. With Him it is as sure as
it possibly can be. We are the ones who must be assured. Sanc-
tification is not a cause of election, but a means of assurance
(Erkenntnisgrund).

"Our Church confesses that a person can indeed know who
are the elect. You cannot know it with certainty of some one eise.
but you ought to know it with certainty of yourself. This do es not
mean that he is no Christian who is uncertain in regard to his
election. He who believes in Christ is a Christian. But we ought
to bring a Christian to the point where he becomes certain of his
salvation. Whether I say, I am certain of my salvation, or, God has
chosen me, is one and the same thing.” (Proceedings of West.
Dist., 1879, p. 40.)

Our opponents claim that a Christian can and should not know
whether he is chosen. To demand and pretend such a knowledge,
they say, is religious fanaticism, burdening the conscience (“ge-
Tuissenbcsch wer ende SchwaernieTei” — Altes tu Neues, 1882, p. 104).
Only the apostles could know by special revelatinn that they were
chosen (Altes u. Neues, 1882, pp. 137—144).

"That a person can and should be certain of his election is
clearly taught in many passages of Holy Writ. Peter plainly says
that we should make our call and election sure. How could he
have said this if it were impossible for us to become certain of our
election? How could he reproach the Christians for bcing in doubt
ab out their election? He should have told them just tbe opposite:
By no means try to be convinced of your election, for no one can
obtain such certainty here below. In addition to that the apostles
oftentimes comfort the Christians just with the fact of their
election. How could they have done this if a person cannot become
sure of his election? They would have given them an entirely
false comfort, and none would have accepted it. They would have
said, Who of us knows that he is chosen?” (Proceedings of West.
Dist., 1879, p. 61.)

“It is really incomprehensible how a Christian can deny that
we can become sure of our election and yet believe that he has
becn born again to a living hope; but it is unbelievable how 
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reason can err whüe the heart remains in the truth. He who has
this living hope and denies the certainty of election do es not him-
self believe what he is saying with bis reason (daher redet). As
soon as he finds himself in anguish and trouble, he will say: O de ar
Lord, Thou must (darfst) not leave me; Thou alone art my
Strength, my Help, etc. All these words are nothing but tes-
timonies that Christians believe they are chosen. Indeed, this
faith, just as faith in the forgiveness of sins, is not always perfect
and not always strong; most of the time it struggles and flounders
ab out (zappelt). But Luther goes so far as to say: If this strug-
gling (zappeln) ceases within you, then you are in a bad way
(steht es schlecht ?nif dir), not because it is an essential part of
faith, — for faith in itself is always heroic; no, it belongs to the
flesh. This must always struggle; for we still must fight with the
World and the devil, and in this battle the flesh is timid. How-
ever, only he is engaged in this fight who believes; therefore, if this
struggling ceases within you (bei dir weg ist), then it is to be
feared that you no longer have faith. Let no one think that we
are so senseless (unsinnig) as to believe that a Christian must
always have a heroic faith, that the thought never could come to
him that he mißht be lost No, a Christian sways to and fro
(wankt hin und her), always Teeeives knocks and blows (Pueffe
und Stoesse) so that again and again he must search the Scrip-
tures (ins Wort gehen) and fall down on his knees that the small
spark of his faith (Glaubenslichtlein) may not be quenched in his
heart. This is the case already in justification; how much more
in our hopel This is very imperfect. Also, one may be farther
advanced in faith and hope than another.” (Op. cit., p. 63.)

“By no means do we teach that a Christian can be absalutely
oertain of his salvation. This must be understood correctly. What
does that mean: I am absolutely certain of my salvation? That
means: I know with absolute certainty that I shall be saved, even
if I steal, commit fornieation, kill, read no more in the Bible, and
do not pray any more. That would be an accursed certainty,
nothing eise than the most disgraceful, carnal security. No; if in
faith I am certain of my salvation, I am certain with fear and
trembling. ... If I see a chair Standing in a room, I am absolutely
certain of this fact; for God has given me the eye not to deceive
me, but that I may see how things are. It is not thus with salva­
tion; for I have no eye with which I can look into the Book of
Life; I am certain of my salvation a posteriori, because I believe.”
(Op. eit., p. 64.)

'Tf they teach, no man can become certain of his election, then
the doctrine of election is without eomfort. For God has given
this doctrine to us in Scripture; we would always have to be in
fear and grief, thinking: Do I belong to the elect? I do not know;
perhaps I am not one of them. Of what use would this doctrine
be to me if the Lord had forbidden to make personal applieation
of it? ’ (Op. cit., p. 68.)

“We should always he certain of our election, but that happens
so seldom (wenig). Our flesh is always clinging to us, which does
not want us to believe that we are chosen. Therefore we must
always sigh: Lord, I believe, help Thou mine unbelief.’ According
to our opponents we should consider it an open question whether 
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we go to heaven or hell.- No; tbere we cannot follow them (da
gehen wir nicht mit).

"We should surely dread to say: Christ has indeed received
from His Fath er the office to keep His own and to see to it that
they are not damned; but He do es not do it, He administers His
office poorly. That would be blasphemy. Why do es the Savior
disclose to us (verraet) that He has received this office? Surely
for the reason that we should believe?' (Op. eit., p. 91.)

“Therefore a Christian should glory in the hope of etemal life,
as we confess in the Third Article that we believe not only a for-
giveness of sins, but also a life everlasting. That surely does not
mean: I believe that other people will obtain it, but rather: I shall
obtain it, it is given to me, it will belong to me in all etemity.
Our opponents assert that the expression 'I believe’ should be
und erste od here in a twofold sense — in the first place as ‘have
certainty,’ thus in connection with the forgiveness of sins, of which
I should be assured in faith; then as 'have conditionally' (bedingt
haben), thus in connection with life everlasting. But now stop
to think. (Aber nun bedenke man einmal.) Then we would have
to teil our children: Be careful! You must believe the one State­
ment with certainty, but the other not with certainty; for here
the word ‘faith* has a different meaning. That is folly.” (Op. eit.,
page 95.)

“Doubt, verily, is not an Ornament of the Christian. We
prea chers should indeed speak ab out the struggling (Zappeln) of
faith; but we should also never fail to point out that this is the
dear fiesh (dass dies eben das liebe Fleisch ist) and should desig-
nate it as something evil, as filth, of which believers ought not to
boast, but rather be ashamed.” (Op. eit., p. HO.)

At times the elect fall into such grievous temptation that they
imagine they feel nothing of the ind welling Spirit and say with
David, Ps. 31, 22: “I said in my haste, I am cut off from before
Thine cyes”; yet they should, without regard to what they ex-
per ience in themselves, again say with David: “Neverthcless Thou
heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto Thee,”
Ps. 31, 22.

Our election is founded not upon our godliness, but solely
upon the merit of Christ and the gracious will nf His Father, which
is unchangeable. Therefore, when His children depart from
obedience, He calls them again to repentance through the Word.
When they turn to Hirn in true repentance, He will always show
them the same loving fatherly he art, Jer. 3,1.

“No one can come to Me,” Christ says, “except the Father . . .
draw bim," John 6, 44. The Father draws men to Christ only by
the means of grace. No one should despise these means of grace
and wait fm the drawing of the Father without them. They are
a net by which the elect are plucked from the jaws of the devil.
Every poor sinner should use the means of grace and not doubt
the drawing of the Father.

The reason why not all who hear the Word believe it is not
that God has begrudged those their salvation who do not come to
faith in Christ; but it is their own fault. Rom. 9, 22. 23 the apostle
distinguishes with special care between the work of God, who
alone makes vessels of honor, and the work of the devil and of man, 

2
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who by the instigation of the devil, not'of God, has made himself
a vessel of dishonor. With much long-suffering God endured the
vessels of wrath, but He did not makc them vessels of wrath.
If this had been His will, it would not have required any great
long-suffering on His part. The fault that they are fitted for de-
struction lies with the devil and with themselves, but not with God.

All preparation for condemnation is by the devil and by man
through sin, in nn respect by God, who do es not wish that any
man be damned. As God is not a cause of sin, so He is also no
caus e of punishment and damnation. The only eause of one s
damnation is sin, Rom. 6, 23; Ezek. 33, 11; 18, 23; 2 Pet. 3, 9.
From vessels of dishonor vessels of honor may be made by God s
grac’o'JS power, 2 Tim. 2, 21. The Lord has prepared the vessels
of mercy for glory; the damned have prepared themselves as
vessels of damnation. “Colloquium Mompelg* Andreae: 'I ask
you only one thing and request you to ans wer me openly and
plainly (rund und deutlich), namely: Did the Lord God ever
love those who are now condemned in the fire of hell or who
in the future will be condemned?’ Beza: ‘No, He never loved
them.’ Andreae: ‘So that we may understand each other correctly
(recht eigentlich und wohl), I ask you once more what the Word
world means in John 3,16.’ Beza: 'The eleet.’ ” (Frank, Theo­
logie der Konkordienformel. Historischer Nachweis, Vol. IV,
p. 299.) When God punishes sin with sins, when He punishes with
obduracy and blindness those who had been eonverted, because of
their subsequent security, impenitence, and wilful sins, this should
not be interpreted to mean that God never wanted such persons
to come to the knowledge of the truth and be saved. The following
two facts are God’s revealed will: First, He will receive all who
repen.t and believe in Christ. Secondly, He will punish those who
wilfully turn away from the holy commandments, again entangle
themselves in the filth of the world, 2 Pet. 2, 20, garnish their hearts
for Satan, Luke 11, 25 f., and do despite unto the Spirit of God,
Heb. 10, 29. They shall be hardened, blinded, and damned if they
persist therein.

Sven Pharaoh, of whom it is written Ex. 9,16; Rom. 9,17 that
God raised bim up for the very. purpose of showing His power in
him and declaring His name throughout all the earth, perished, not
because God had begrudged him his salvation and wished that he
should he damned, 2 Pet. 3, 9; Ezek. 33, 11. God’s hardening of
Pharaoh was a punishment of his sins, notably the horrible tyranny
which he practised mhumanly and contrary to the accusations of
his conscience against tbe Israelites, and the blasphemous resis-
tance he offered to God. Since he wilfully rejected and despised
all admonitions and warnings, God withdrew His hand from him.
Thus bis heart became hardened and God’s judgment was executed
upon him. Paul introduces the example of Pharaoh for no other
reason than to prove by it God’s justice toward the impenitent
dcspisers of His Word. By no means do es he want to prove that
God begrudged salvation to Pharaoh or to any other person nor
that God had ordained Pharaoh to etemal damnation, so that it was
impossible for him to be saved.

By this doctrine of election all glory is entirely and fully given
to God. He saves us in Christ out of pure mercy, without any
merit on our part, according to the purpose of His will, Eph. 1, 5. 6.
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Therefore it k wrong to teach that not alone the mercy of God
and the most holy merits of Christ are the cause of God’s election,
but that there is also a cause in us on account of which God has
chosen us. Note: This plainly condemns the theory of intuitu
fidel and different conduct of our opponents. "Professor Schmidt
announces that in Altes und Neues for 1883 'the intuitu fidei of
the fathers’ would he the main theme. He had given up hopes
conceming the real leaders and the great mass of his opponents,
but he hoped that some might still join him if they would come to
the real either — or in the matter, either intuitu fidei (in view of
faith) or absolute predestination. Finally he exclaimed: ‘With
God, then, our slogan for the new year reuiains with emphasis —
Intuitu Fidei!* On this battle-cry of Professor Schmidt Prof.F.
Pieper made the following comment: ‘Poor man! The alternative
is a fictitious one. A Lutheran who is sound also on this point
(Stuecfc) says: Neither intuitu fidei not absolute predestination.
Scripture and, in accordance with it, also the Lutheran Confessions
know as little of the former as of the latter. Professor Schmidt’s
motto in truth assumes this form: Without Scripture, without our
Confessions, for the new year with emphasis: Intuitu Fidei! And
since God is only with him who proclaims His Word, Professor
Schmidt’s complete motto is: Without God, without Scripture,
without our Confessions, for the new year with emphasis: Intuitu
Fidei!’ ” (Lehre und Wehre, 1883, p, 29.) Not only before we had
done anything good, but also before we were bom, yea, even be­
töre the foundations of the world were laid, God elected us in
Christ. “That the purpose of God according to election might
stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth, it was said unto her,
The elder shall serve the younger; as it is written conceming this
matter, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated,” Rom. 9,11 ff.;
Gen. 25, 23; Mal. 1,2 f. Note: “Hating is here taken in the sense
of not loving, without any idea of vindictiveness” (Kretzmann,
ad Mal. 1, 3). The Targum translates “hated” with “rejected,”
a negative and not positive hatred (Gill ad locum). “The special
distinction which w’as conferred upon Jacob according to the
sovereign will nf God was denied to Esau. Scripture here speaks
in accord with a man’s männer of judging the Situation; in the case
of men such treatment as is here described would be the effect of
love and hatred; with God it is the manifestation of gracfous love
in the one case and the w'ithholding of the same in the other. God
bestowed upon Jacob and his descendants the prerogative of His
revelation and of His presence according to which He accepted the
Jews as His people and entrusted to them Hk Word and promise.
The entire passage therefore do es not refer to the election of grace
unto salvation, but only to the relative position of the Israelites
and the Edomites over against the history of salvation. Ishmael
as well as Esau may very well have been saved; there k no pas­
sage in Scripture which compels us to assume their final con-
demnation. But the general trend of Paul’s argument Stands and
is confirme d by this historical reference. Esau, being excluded
From the inheritance of the promke, offers evidence of the fact that
not all Israelites that are descendants of Abraham are Israelites in
the true sense of the word. Even as Jacob was chosen by God for
his prominent position in the history of salvation without any merit
or worthiness in himself, so the spiritual children of God, the be-
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lievers, are chosen from the midst of redeemed humanity by the
merciful election of God.” (Kretzmann, ad Rom. 9,13.)

This doctrine gives no one a cause either for despondency or
for a dissolute life when men are taught that they must seek eternal
election in Christ and His Gospel, as in the Rook of Life, which
excludes no penitent sinner, but beckons and calls all the poor,
heavy-laden, and trouhled sinners to repentance and promises the
Holy Ghost for purification and renewal and thus gives the most
enduring consolation to all troubled men. Thus they know that
their salvation is not placed in their own hands but in the gracious
election of God which He ha_s revealed to us in Christ, out of whose
hand no man shall pluck us, John 10, 28; 2 Tim. 2,19.

Therefore, if any one presents the doctrine of election in such
a männer that troubled Christians are thereby driven to despair
and the impenitent confirmed in their wantonness, there can be no
doubt that he does not teach according to the Word of God, but
according to blind human reason and the instigation of the devil.
The apostle testifies Rom. 15, 4r “Whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our leaming that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." If therefore any
one teaches the doctrine of election so that this consolation and
hope are weakened or entirely removed, it is certain that Scrip-
ture is understood by him contrary to the will and the meaning
of the Holy Ghost. By this simple, correct, useful explanation,
which has a firm foundation in Scripture, we abide; we shun
all lofty, acute questions, and reject whatevcr is contrary to thcse
simple, useful explanations.

Conclusion, §§ 94—96
Note. — These concluding remarks refer not only to Article XI, but

to all the previous artides of the Formula of Concord.
From this our explanation friends and enemies may clearly

infer that we have no Intention of yielding aught of the eternal,
immutable truth of God for the sake of temporal peace and unity,
which it is not in our power to do. Not would such peace and
unity, since it is against the truth, be permanent. Still less are we
inclined to adorn or conceal any corruption of the pure doctrine.
We hcartily love, and are anxious to ädvance, that unity to the
ütmost of our ability, by which the glory of God remains un-
injured, nothing of the divine truth is surrendered, no room is
given to the least error, poor sinners are brought to true repen­
tance, and thus justified and etemally saved alone through the
sole merit of Christ.

Note that we have here an unqualified rejection of all unionism
that seeks outward peace at the expense of truth. This sturdy,
uncompromising testimony for the truth against all error makes
refreshing reading in this our age of spineless unionism and
mawkish sentimentality. May the Lord give us grace to follow
in the footsteps of our pious fathers!

*Few doctrines have been subject to controversy as much
as this one. Therefore people are inclined to avoid it and regard
it as too difficult for consideration, especially on the part of laymen,
and hence laymen are inclined to shun it. This is a mistake. This
doctrine is in the Bible and is plain. The whole matter was made 
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difficult when men applied their own false reason to it. We must
read our Bible to find in it our salvation. God's plan of salvation
is there presented clearly. It is of prima ry importance that each
one consider this earefully for bis own person. In connection with
the doctrinc of clection, however, we must never consider tbe
question, What about those who are not saved? May we ever
remain firm in our position regarding this doctrine and thus pre-
serve it to posterity!*
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2Bir ivoficn nun bic ßeljrc üon bet ©nabenlvabl iueitcr befpreetjen.
Sßif iuidjttg ba§ ift. acigt 3orii in „Dies unb ©a§ au§ frühem BmtS?
[eben". (Sin ©cmciiibeglicb Tom in ©djlvieriglcit, toeil e§ nidjt feft Ivar
in biefer ßeljre. ©er SRann itmfcte oft nidjt, ob ©ott ifjm gnäbig ober
gornig fei. (£§ fam iljm immer ivieber bic ftnfcdjhmg, bcife er nidjt cr^
Juäljlt fei unb barum and) iiidgt fclig werben lönuc. 3ocn mußte itjn
immer tuicber troffen. 2hif feinem (Sterbebette rief er rvicbctfjo.lt: ,,©ott
ift gornig“, Worauf 3orn entgegnete: pSteui, bu liigft.- ©ott ift bir
gnäbig. (Er vergibt bir olle beine Oiiubcu um Gljrifti Willen. Sinn
ftirbl" ®r ftarfi bann and) im gricben. . t..

(Eine Vollftättbige Definition her ifiJnljl. § 13—24
Shifebdngetib tönncu mir bic Sßaljl nur im SitfammenlKing mit

bem allgemeinen ,§eil§meg bctradjten, Ivie $auln§ bicS tut 9löm. 8,
29 ff.; (Epi). 1,4 f. IQiele erlangen ba£ civige Sehen nidjt; aber Ivarum
nidjt? Sie Weifen ben ©nabenruf aß, 2Rattij. 22,1 ff. ©er ^cilSiveg
(bis ©rlofung ber gangen Sünberlvclt, bic ©nabenmittcl, bic fftedjifer«
fiflinig. Heiligung. iBcWaljrung im ©laubcn, bic Geliglcit) ift nidjt ibcii'
tifdj mit ber ©nabcniva^I, mofjl aber barin einbegriffen unb barf nie
auSgcfdjIoffen iverben. ©et (Srluäjlte gelangt gur Gcligteit nidjt auf
befonberem Sßege, fonbern auf beni SBegc ber ^eilöorbnung. — Die
©ncibenlürtljl ift uns jum Stoff offenbart — ©agu ronrbc folgcnbc Sc-
merfung gcmtidjt: „Sin Scmcfnbcglieb lief) midj rufen unb fagte: ,3dj
bin frei], bafj ©ic gclommen finb. Sdj bin verloren/ Sr ki3 flci&ig
beit .ßuiljcraner' unb bic Sißcl, aber geiöiffe Slu^fagcu übccgcitgfcn ijn,
luic er behauptete, bafj er verloren fei. ^dj faßte iljm: ,ßie§ Slömer 8,
biefe ©feite unb bicfc§ Sieb („Sdjiittlc beinen $opf unb fpridj. S-Icudj,
bu alte ©djlanflcl"), ivcitcv nidjts, unb glaube, roaä ©oft von feinen
^inbern fagt, unb nid)f§ anbcrcS. SBcnn bir jemanb fagf. bu bift nidjt
criväljlt bann fagc ilpn: Du bift ein ßügnerj" ■—- ©er ©cufcl beTämpff
biefe ßeljre, unb bie (ErtoäljTunß gur 23crbammni§ ift ein SReifterftürf bc§
©eiifel^. Sßir utiiffen ben ginger auf bie $cil3au£fagcii legen unb
immer micber betonen, bafj ber 3hjcd ber ßcljrc von ber (Erraftljhinö ift,
©roft gu geben.

©er rcrfjtc ©ebrnudj ber Scljrc von ber Sönfjl. § 25—33
4J?an fann allerbingä iviffen unb ertennen, baß man cviuählt ift.

©in (Hjriff foll feiner ©cligfcit getoife fein ober, hjaä baäfcibc ift. getvife
fein, bafj ©ott ifjn erroähit ?nt. Da barf aber nicmanb nadj feiner 

rvicbctfjo.lt
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Vernunft urteilen. „2ßer nadj ber Vernunft ober nadj bem Sefcb jidg
hierin prüft, bem ift biefe ßeljre fdjrecHidj. Duffen §all toiumt er
baljin, bafc er fagt: $d) weife nicht ob ich erwählt bin. SBenn fljm
aber ein (Ernft ift, felig gu Werben, Wenn er ein 5)?enfdj ift, ber in
fiumtnet über fein £eil geraten ift, wirb er ent Weber verzweifeln unb
baburdj abfallen. ober er Wirb aUeö in bie freie «Sdjange fdjlagen unb
fo auf ber anbern «Seite abfallen. SBer aber bie (SnabcnWaljl fo be =
trachtet Wie SßauluS, bum ift fie tröftlich-" (D. 2Balfhcr iin £8cr. b. 93eftl.
SJiftr. 1879, <S. 48.) Kiemanb foH ferner nadj bem äufecrlidjen ©djein
urteilen unb etwa meinen, wenn er viel llnglüd Ijat, er fei nidjt erWätjlt;
hingegen Wenn er Drei Slüd hat, baratiS fdjliefeen, er fei erwählt. 2Bir
lönnen nur bitrdj baS GVangelium gu* rechten GrlcnntniS lommen, burdj
baö fjeftljaltcn an ber (Sdjriftleljre von ber (Srlöfung aller Menfdjen. an
ber Snabe. an ber ebangelifdjen Sßerljcifeiing unb an unfercr Berufung
burch baö SVangelütm.

9?iemanb halte bie Berufung für @pißgelfcd)ten, 2fior. 3, 8; Slöm.
1,16. Sott WiH, haft wir fein SBort hören unb anneljmcn. S)ic 2Iu£*
erwählten Ijören feine Stimme, 10. 27. 28, glauben, beten, toerben
geheiligt in ber Siebe, Hoffnung, Sebulb unb haben £roft im breiig,
frtöm. 8, 16. 25. (Sott voHführt ba3 gute Söerf in un5. luenn wir un§
nidjt mutwillig Von ftjm abfehren, lÄor. 1,9; ^JJIjil. 1, ß. 2Bir feilen
un» um ben geoffenbarten SBiflen Sottet belämmern unb nidjt öcr?
fudjen, ben Sfögrnnb ber Verborgenen Serfefcitng Sottet 31: erforfdjen,
ßu!. 13, 23.24. „golge bu ber Gpiftel gu'n fftömern in iljrer örbnung,
belämmere bidj guvor mit Ghrifto unb feinem Gvangelio", rät ßutljer in
ber Sßorrebe gum JTiömerbrief.

^ie, roeldje verloren ge(jen. § 34—42
Oer Srunb. Warum ber SRuf Sottet nidjt in allen erfolgreich ift.

ift nicht ber, haft (Sott nidjt in allen Wirten Wollte. föaö ljat Calvin
gebadjt. S)a£ heifet aber (Sott Wiberfpredjenbe SBillen anbidjfcn unb
(Sottet (Sinlabung 311 einer Ijenrfjlerifdjcn madjen, aiiö ber nicmanb
SWoft fdjöpfen !ann. IIm uns» feinet aufrichtigen, crnftlichen SßillenS,
itnS felig 311 machen, 311 verfidjcin, läfct er nn§ bie euangelifdjen
heifeungen niefjt nur iin allgemeinen Vorträgen, fonbern öerfiegelt fie
audj jebeni gläubigen infonbcrljeit burch bie ©alramente. Oarum be=
halten mir auch bie ^ritjatabfolutton bei. Sßenn Öotteö Stuf nidjt ernft«
lieh gemeint märe, fo tonnten Wir nidjt glauben, bafc ber .^eilige (Seift
tm Sßort gegenwärtig fei unb burch baSfcIbc Wirfc. ©ieienigen, toclrfje
baS 2Bort (SotteS bis anS Gnbe verachten, bent ^eiligen (Seift Imbcrs
ftreben. ohne SJufcc in «Sünben üerljarierr. nur einen äufcerlidjen Gdjein
bet ®ottfeligleit haben, aufcer Shrific anbere SBege gur «Seliglcit fudjen.
finb nicht erwählt 2Öie (Soft verorbnet hat bie Sluöertoahlten burdj
fein 2Bort felig 311 madjen. fo Ijat er audj befdjloffen, Diejenigen, roeldje
fein 28ort unb feinen (Seift mutwillig unb beharrlich üon fidj fiofccn, 31:
berftoden unb 3U ücrbajnmcn. obwohl er auefj fie burdj fein 2ßorf felig
machen Irill. 9?ur wenige nehmen baS SBort an; ber grofje $aufe bet'
achtet eS. Sie ilrfadje folger Skradjtung ift aber nicht (SotteS ffier^
feljung ober 2öaht fonbern bc§ SJtenfdjen bcrleljrter Sßille. ber bie @na=
benmiitet Von fidj ftöfct unb bem ^eiligen Seift Wibcrftrebt, 2Rattlj.
23,37. Safe Viele, bie einft gläubig Waren, abfallen. 2uT. 8,13. baran
ift nicht Sott fdjulb, Wl- tö/ fonbern fie felbft. 2 Sßetr. 2. 10. 20;
ßut. 11.25.
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Srofi itiib aönrnititn rtiiS ber Ccljrc oon her 2ßaljt( § 43—51
Sic Ecljrc uon bet SriDäljlung aur (Selig leit betätigt bie Jßdjre von

ber JRcdjffcrtiflung ati§ ©naben gewaltig unb roiberlegt alle irrigen
SRcinimgen bon beit Äräficn beä nafürlidjcn SBiUcntL Senn ©oft Jat
bon Siniglcit ücrorbnet, aüc§, jva£ au unfercr ®c!ehrnng gehört, burdj
fein SB ort 311 nnrlcn. 9läm. 9, 11; 2 Sim. 1,9.

Siefe ßcljre gibt and) ben Ijcrrlidjcn 2t oft, baft ©oft fid} bic «Selig?
leit tfincö jeben Triften fo Ijod) angelegen fein Täfjt bafr er bot ©rimb?
legiing ber 9BcIt Vcrorbnei l)ai. Jüte er iljii 311m ©tauben bringen unb
barin erhalten Wolle. (5r fjat be£ (griffen (Seligteif in bic aHmädjttge
£anb beS ^cilanbcS 311t SBcrivaljrung gelegt, ^otj. 10,28; 9löm. 8,
38. 39. 93on Snügfeit Ijat ©oti bcfdjloffen, itn§ in allen Xrilbfalcn bei?
^nftrijen unb nufere ficiben $um befien 311 luenbcn, fJlöm. 8, 28—-39.
Sicfcr SIrfilel gibt ein Ijcrrltdjeö 3eiigni^, ba^ bic ATirdjc @oftc5 iviber
alle Pforten ber ^öHe bleiben Werbe, unb lehrt aud). loelcfje^ bie redjte
£irc§e ift, bamit loir un5 an bem großen Slnfe^cn ber falfdjcn ßirdjc
nitfjt ärgern, Sttöm. 9, 24. 25. Slug biefem SIrtitel Werben ferner madj?
tige Ermahnungen unb ÜBarmtngen genommen, 2ul. 7, 30; 8, 8;
14, 24; IWatfl). 20. IC

Supplement. .’prtiiptgcbnntc: Saö ©cljctntitifi ber SBoftl ift unerforfrfjltdj
§ 52—93

Sie Sßtt^l ift ein unerforfdjlidjeS ©eljcimniö. Unfer Jßornjifj ljat
aber immer mehr ßuft gu bem, Wa£ ©oft un§ nidjt geoffenbarf fjai, aB
Wa§ er unS in feinem 53 ort gcoffenßart ljat. 2Qcber lönucii nödj foltcn
wir bie göttlfdjen ®cl)eitnntffe mit unterer SSernunft reimen, 9töm.
11,33 ff. ©off ljat einem jeben Seit unb (Stunbc ber ^Berufung unb fBe?
fchrung beftiinmt 5hm fallen wir bcibeS befehlen, Slpoft. 1,7. Er ßt&f
einem Ort unb 2?oll fein SBort, einem cinbcrn nidjt. Ser eine loirb bc?
feljrt, ber anbere nidjt, obiDoljl beibe in gleidjer @djulb ftnb. ^n biefen
unb äljnlidjcn gragen bnt ©otf ein gclDiffcä 3icl gefegt wie weit loir
geben follcn. Sin ben (Strafgctidjien. bie auch wir rooljl üerbient ljaben,
3cigt ©oft feinen gvofcen ©ruft, JRöm. 11, 22 ff. Sin etlidjcn gSerfonen
lägt un§ ©oft fein geredjtcs, loo^löcrfdjulbete^ Sericfit fcfjaitcn, auf bafc
Wir, bic Wir um lein .£aar belfer finb alö jene, nm (0 fleißiger ©otteö
lautere, unberbiente ©nabe an ben ©efäfjen ber ©armfaräigteit prei?
fen lernen.

2Bo bleibt ba intuitu fidei? §m Fimmel Wirb lein Selftlob,
foubetn nur SJetljcrrlfdjung ber ©nabe ©oftc£ fein. Sinern BuHjcrancr
füllte üor ber ßcljre fdjaubern: SReüie Seligtcit bangt bon mir ab. S?a^
burdj wirb Efirifto bic (Efjre genommen unb biefem „clenben Srerf" ge*
geben. S^rtfiitö bebanft fidj bafür, bafj er an einen fffiagen mit einem
foldjen ßitmpcn gefpannt ioerben füll. Sie «Sdjriftleljre üon ber ©naben?
icabl fommt redjt ,311m Shtöbrud in bem Sieb „Jdj Ijabe nun ben ©ninb
gefüllten" itfw.

Scnen, bic iljrcr Siinben «Solb empfangen, gcfdjicljt Tein Hnredjt.
SBenn ©oft berbammt, fo ift er geredjt; lucnn er fclig madjf. fo ift er
gnäbig. Sßenn tnir in biefem SIrtiTcI fo inert gcljen, bleiben Wir auf ber
redjtcn föa^n, ©of. 13, fl. Qn gragen, bie auä biefeu «Sdjraulen laufen
unb übet bie ©djrift Ijinaugge^en, gilt «g, mit ^ßaulo ben ginger auf ben
SJ?unb 311 legen, ffiom. 9. 20. Sobalb ^ßauluö an baö ©cfjcimniS fornmt,
ba£ ©oft feiner verborgenen Sßci^cit Vorbehalten Ipt fdjmübet er alles
Si^puticren ab, fRöm, 11,33—36. — Sic Öeljrc nnfercr ©egner toirb 
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einmal bcu Stidj aiiSljaften, bic ^rofce befteljcn muffen. ©a wage idj
au fagen, baff üiele von ihnen iljrc Alcljrc fo grünblidj abtocifcn werben,
baff fie nidjt einmal baran erinnert werben Wollen. $tjvc ödjic vom
mtuitu fidei ift fo Wertlog. baff fie feffccv fie nidjf gebrauchen nodj ge*
brcuidjcn fönnen. Gincr ber bcbcntenbften Sljcologen ber Slmcrifanifdj«
ßiitherifdjcn ftirdjc crllärte, baff er in feinem ßlaffc 113 immer frfjon läng ff
bag intuitu fidei Ijaüc fallen taffen, Weif er in ber ©djrifi nidjf fin«
bcn fönnc.

©ic Sßaljl foll nidjt außer (griffe ober oljnc (Efjriffum betradjtet
Werben. Shriftug fff bag Sbudj beg ßebeng. in bem alle IWenfdjen bic
2Öa()l fitdjen füllen, $o!j 10,9; 14,6. Gljrtffuö ffat 1111g audj unferc
SBaljl 311m ewigen Öc&en üerlünbigf, SNarf. 1.15; $olj. 6,40; 3,16.
Gr will, baß Ivir an ihn glauben. 11 nb gißt uni Shaft hieran burdj bie
© naben mittel. 91öiit. 10,17. SBir foHen ©ott aber and) um ©nabe an*
rufen, bic er im§ in ber STaufe ßugefagt hat. unb nidjf muffig fein, fon*
bem unS in allen dijrifflirfjeii Tugcnben üben, Steiff tun. unfern iScntf
unb unferc (Erwählung feffsumadjen, 2fßetr. 1.10. 2ßir finb c§, bie
fcftgcinadjf unb bergewiffert werben muffen. S3ci Gott iff unferc Gr*
Währung fo feff, wie fie nur fein fann. $c mehr iuir bic straft beg ©eifteg
in ung fpüren, befto Weniger zweifeln mir an unferer SrWäfjlung, 9löm.
8. 16. ©ic Heiligung iff ein GrtcnntiiiSgrunb ber SBn^l. betrug faßt
nidjf: @udjt eurer SrWählung ungcWiff ,}u bleiben. (Eg iff alfo falfdj.
wenn unferc ©egner fagen, cg fei ©djtoärmcrei, feiner GrWätjIitng gewiff
fein ^u wollen; nur bic Ülpojtcl hätten bcrfelöcn gewiff fein fönnen.
9kin. G^rfffcn fpredjen mit bem Slpoftcl: „$dj Weiff, an weldjcn idj
glaube, unb bin gduiff. baff er lann mir meine ^Beilage bewahren big au
jenen 2Tag." (Sie finb Wicbcrgcboren 311 einer lebcnbigen Hoffnung.
fDag Rappeln barf freilich nidjt aufhören, fünft iff man in einem fdjfim*
men Suftanb. Sßcnn bavum biefeg Rappeln bei einem (griffen oufljort.
fo iff 311 befürchten, bafc er nidjt mehr ben rcdjtcn Qllaubcn Ijat. Gin
Gljriff luirb bin nnb her gciviegt, friegt Ißiiffe unb •Stoffe. ?ludj iff ein
Ihiterfdjieb unter ben griffen. £)ic einen finb weiter gcfomnicn im
©laitben unb in ber Hoffnung alg anbere. 9öir Iehrcn nidjt baff jemanb
abfolui (ohne fRüdfidjt auf irgenb cttoa£ aiibercg) feiner Gcligfcit getuiff
fein lönnc. fogar bei einem ivilben, gottlosen ßeben. S)ag wäre ffcifdj*
lidjc «Sidjerljcit. 2Öir lönnen fidjer fein nur a posteriori (rjiiiterbrciu.
btirdj (Erfahrung beg GJIaubeng). ?lbcr öljnc £jci(ggctoiffljcit mufften
Wir immer in 2lngff imb ^urdjt leben. $ic Öcgncr wollen „glauben"
in boppcltcr Jßcifc Verfielen: geiuiff fein unb ©cbenfen haben mit iBcaug
auf (Erlangung beö ewigen Gebens. (Es iff Torheit bem ©tauben 3Wci
wiberfpredjenbe iöcbeutungcn 311 geben. ^Wcifcl fallen Wir oblegen alg
©red, beffen fidj ein ©Iftubigcr fdjämen foff.

2Bcnnftinbcr ®otte§ ffraudjclTi. fidj aber Wiebcr in wahrer Kliffe 311
©oft leljren. will er ifjnen ba§ alte Sieriraucn fdjenlen, $cr. 3. 1. $cbcr
arme (Sünbcr füll bic ©nabenmittcl fleiffig gebraudjen. burdj bic ber
SBatcr iljn 311 Gljriffo ßicljf. $ol). 6, 44. ©er ©runb, WcSljalb nidjt alle,
bic ba§ SBort Ijörcn, 31:111 ©tauben fominen, iff ber. baff fic ©otteg Sßort
bcrndjtcn. ©ie Ungläubigen niadjcn fidj fclbft auä (Eingebung be§
XeujclS 311 ©efaffen ber lliietjre, 9löm. 9, 22. 23. SBenn IWcnfdjcn in
mutwilligen ©iinben babinlebcn. fo loimnt ba§ nidjt baljer. baff ©oft
nidjt Will, baff fie glauben. Söeflti tagte in einem ©efprädj mit SJlnbrcä,
baff ©ott biejenigen. weldjc ücrbamint Werben, nie geliebt Ijabc. ©iefe
ßcIjL'c Ijat man audj nng anbidjten wollen. 9lbcr wir lehren mit ber
Sdjriff: 2Bic ©ott nidjt eine llrfadje ber (Sünbc ift. fo audj nidjt eine Ur*
fadje ber iÖerbaininnig. ©efäffe ber lhicljrc fönnen bitrdj ©offeg .firaft 
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GJcfnfae her (EFjve werben, 2 Sim. 2, 21. Senn GJott mit Söerftorfung
unb löcrblenbimg ftraft, io ift ba3 nidjt fo 311 verffchcn, al§ hätte Sott
foldjc ßcutc nie 311t (feLfcmitniä ber 2önljrfjcit bringen unb fclig mndjcn
Wollen. GJott iniH alle, bic Sitfec tun unb au Ghriftum glauben, ttn«
nehmen, aber alle ftrafen, bic ftd) mutwillig von bem heiligen GJebot
abWeiiben, 2^etr. 2.20, bem (Satan iljr .^erj frfjmiirfen, fiuf. 11,25.
unb ben .^eiligen Gkift fdjäubcn, Jpcbr. 10, 2fl. Senit fie barin be =
ljaiicn, fallen fie uerftorff, verblendet unb Verdammt Werben. 9(u<h
$(jatao Würbe wegen feines llngcljorfaniä unb feiner eigenen Gdjulb
berftorft. Saä beweift Giottc§ Gicrcdjtigleit gegen bic ^crädjtcr feiner
G3nabe, aber nidjt, bafj er iljncu bic Scligfcit nidjt gegönnt ober fic ^ur,
3krbtnniniriS berorbnet hätte. _ '

Surdj biefc ßeljrc Von ber Saljl wirb GJott (eine Gfjtc gau.i jtub
völlig gegeben. Gplj- 1,5.6. Gö ift in un§ leine llrfadje, um berent?
Willen GJotf itnö 311m ewigen Scbcn erwählt ljaf. Sic intuitu-fidei-
Stjeorie unb bic Ccljrc vom vcrfdjiebcHcn Verhalten finb 311 verwerfen.

Svrfj nidjt nur, eße wir ctWci3 Qitfcä getan, fonbern audj clje wir
geboren Werben, ljat (hott unö in Gfjvifto erwählt. „3liif bafj her HJorfafe
GfotteS beftünbe nadj ber Saljl, wirb 31t ihm gejagt. nidjt niiö 23erbienff
ber Serie, fonbern tiriS (Knaben beä 'Bcntferä, alfo: Ser GJröfjtc fall
bienftbar werben bein Sllcincrn, wie baiwn gefdjricben ftefjt: $dj ^rxbe
tyifüb geliebt, aber Gfan habe idj gehabt", fftöm. fl, 11 ff. Raffen wirb
I)icv  gcbvaicdjt für „nidjt lieben" oljne fl'larfjfirdjf- Gö Ijanbclt fidj hict
nidjt uni bic «Scligfeit ober ©crbarnmniS bet beiden ©öljnc SRebeHaS.
Saft Gfau von ber Skrljcifjungölinic aiiögefdjloffcn war, beutet darauf,
haft nidjt alle ^raeliten, bic bein JJfcifdjc ncidj von ?lbratjam herftanv
inen, ^Sraeltfcn rcdjfcr 2(rt finb. ?lu6 ^atobä Gxcinpel foll inan lernen,
bag alle diejenigen .^Sraelikn, bic oljne alle Slüdfidjt auf Gkburt, $er«
fnnft unb 2ßcrlc 311m $cil in Ghrifto erWäJIt finb, Glottes Ähibcr finb
und fdjlicfalidj das ewige §eil erlangen. Ser SIpoftcI fagt von feinem
göttlidjc 11 JBorfab unb Jöeruf, ber baS Gfcfdjirt Gfaitd reguliert hätte.
18011 einer ^räbeftination 311 r 23crbatnmniS findet fidj audj in bicfcin
Sej.;f nicht bic geringfte (Spur. (Gtödljarbf, frtönterbrief, <S.43O.)

©iefe öeljrc gibt niemand llrfadjc 311 einem fleinmüfigcn nodj 311
einem fredjen ßeben. Sßcnn von der SBaljl fo gelehrt wirb, bafe betrübte
GOriftcn fidj iljrer nidjt tröficn fönnen, fonbern 3»ir ^cr^Weiflnng qc*
trieben, bic llnbnftfcrtigcn hingegen in ihrem fütutluillcn geffärft werben,
fo bcfteljt lein SWcifcl, bah eine foldje Ccljre nidjt nadj bem 2Bori und
Stilen GJoticS, fonbern nadj ber fficriumft unb ?lnftiffinig bcS SeufclS
geführt wirb. Ser t’lpoftel bezeugt Bloni. 15.4: ..Sa3 3Hüor gefrfjricbeu
ift, baS ift mW 31W £ehrc gefdjricben, auf bafc wir biird) Gkbulb unb
ftroft ber Sdjrift Hoffnung hn&fn." UJlan muh ®cfefr unb ^VangcTiunt
Woljl unlerfdjcibcn unb redjt anwenben.

über die ßchtc hon ber fBelchritng unb GlnabcnWahf ift mehr bis?
putievt worben als über irgenbeine andere ficljrc. Uftandje meinen, biefc
ßeljrc fei fo lief, bafj ber SiirdjfdjnittSinenfdj fie nidjt faffen fönnc; inan
follc fic daher «Spc^ialiften übcvlaffcn. 2lber eS ift eine ßehve. der £jeilf«
gen Gdjrift unb, wie alle ßeljicn bet föibel, fltir unb cinfadj. Sic Garijc
ift bahnrdj fdjwierig gcinadjf worben, bah fKcnfdjen tftre eigenen der?
lehrten 2hifidjten in bic ßchre von ber fBcfehrung unb Glnabciiivahl hin*
eingelegt haben. Ser 3lDect ber <SibeI ift nidjt, allcö in ber Seit in ein
bcftimmteS Sijftcm 3»’ 3lvingen, fonbern bic SWciifdjcn 31W Seligleit 311
uiitciWeifen. Semi idj an bie Sibel hftantreie, foll idj fic für midj
lefen. auf midj felber (ehe 11 1111b bie anbern aitfjer adjf Taffen- 3hm ftcht 
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fcft: 34 lann nridj fritier nidjt felig madjen, aber ©ott Ijot mir feinen
lieben Goljn gcfnnbt, mir fein 2Bort unb feinen ^eiligen ©cift gegeben
unb mir bas $cil in Eljriffo gugeeignet. 34 fenne aber bie @d)Wßdjf)cit
meines» glcffcfjeö, bagu ben Teufel unb bie SBelt. S)a fomiiit bie gfragc:
2Berbe idj im ©Tauben beharren? 2Berbe id), wenn id) falle, raieber
aufftc^en? 34 «tu& mir fegen: lann ben geinben gegenüber in
eigener Alraft nidji tieftcljcn. Sa fügt mir nun aber ©oft: 34 Tjabe midj
beiner fefjon Von ßhvigleit angenommen. 34 toiH, bafj bit friig iverbeft,
unb Tjabe bidj bajer nidjt nur burdj ba£ Sbangriium gum ©Tauben ge*
tiradjt, fonbern forge barum audj für beine Erhaltung im ©Tauben. Sag
ift bie firijre Von ber ©nabentnaljl, Sei biefer ßcljre mufj bie redjie
SReiljenfoTge innegebalten Werben. Sa$ gange (Elenb rütjrt baljcr, baß
man fragt: 9Bie bedjätt M ^enn mit ben anbern? S)iefc gtagc luirb
aber in 2Bort nidjt beantwortet. Gie gebt midj nidjtä an. S)ir
liegt c§ ob, gu fragen, inaS ©oft bir fagt. fyragft bit, warum mandje bor
anbern felig Werben, unb fudjft b°? @eljeinini§ na4 ber Vernunft gu er*
tlären unb gu Ijarmonifiercn, bann bift bu Verloren.

$)ie G^uftbeincclungen (§ 94—96) begießen fidj nirfjt nuc ^cuf
ben XI. VIrtilel, fonbern auf alle vorbergdjimbcn SlrfifeT ber SVonlorbien^
forme!. Sla lüirb feglitber llnioniömuö uerloorfcn, ber äufeerlicben
gricben auf Poften ber SBaljrfjeit fudjt. ift ein fernigeä, fräftigeä
§eugni£ für bie Söabrfjeit gegen atten 3rtlum unb Inirlt erfrifefjenb in
biefer nnferer unioniftif^en Seit. Ser $5rr verleibe uns ©nabe, in
ben gnfjtabfen unferer frommen SJäter gu ivanbcln!
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BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS

Committees
1, Constitutions. 2. Credentials and Registration. 3. Teachers’ Con­

ference Minutes. 4. Missions. 5. Finances. 6. Nominations and Elec-
tions. 7. Educational Matters. 8. Indigent Students. 9. Church Ex­
tension. 10. Young People’s Work. 11. Publicity. 12. Miscellaneous.
13. Excuses. 14. Confidential Matters. 15. Laymen’s Session.

Dr. J. W. Behnken’s Report
The Hon. President of Synod at the outset called attention to

the blessed her i tage which we possess as members of our Church.
In 1939 we shall commemorate the one-hundredth anniversary of
the landing of the Saxon immigrants. We are in the fourth gen-
eration of our history, After such a period of undeserved hless-
ings as we have enjoyed it is necessary that we be on guard against
a spirit of indifference. There is danger that we tire of the
gracious gifts of God which He has showered especially upon our
Church. The depression has had its horrible effects upon our
synodical work. Encouragement has, however, been given in all
quarters of Synod to renewed interest in the work. By God’s
ßrace there are signs of an increase in such interest. Now that
conditions are improving, we must not permit our people to lapse
back into the old carelessness over against the work of the Church.

Because of the death of Dr. George Romoser Pastor H. D.
Mensing of Baltimore has been appointed to serve as chairman of
the Army and Navy Board. Pastor O. H. Sauer has been appointed
as the fifth member of this Board. The Stewardship Committee,
with Vice-President K. Kretzschmar as chairman, is carefully
planning its work for the future. A committee of Synod, with
Vice-President Lankenau as ohairman, is meeting with a committee
of the English District regarding amalgamation. The Intersynod-
ical Committee has met with committees of the American Lutheran
Church and the United Lutheran Church. When we refer to these
meetings in our conversation, we should not give the impression
as though we were already effccting a Union. To bring about such
a union might, after all, be very unwise. The goal set for these
meetings is an earnest effort to reach a better und erstand ing, and
that on the basis on which there might be a real Union. Though
a Union may never be achieved, these meetings serve a good pur-
pose in that the discussions strengthen those in other synods who
are faithful to the pure doctrine.

The Synodical Handbook is to be revised more fully in the
near future.

The candidate Situation is still a real problem with us. How-
ever, it is not as gloomy as it appears on the surface. The Lord
is helping us to solve it gradually. Practically all candidates are
at work in some form of church-work. Ako the candidates from.
our normal schools are being kept busy. Too many congregations
depend on employing such candidates only temporarily. Not a few
candidates are needed to take the place of those workers who have
left the ranks, and more are needed for expansion work. Referring
to the matter of recruiting more students for our Colleges, Presi­
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dent Behnken emphasized: “Let there be an increased but a
selecttue enrolment at oilr institutions.”

There is room for a larger enrolment at our synodical institu­
tions. By its resolution to reduce tbe tuition, Synod bas silently
encouragcd the enrolment of such students as seek a secular
trainmg. But Synod is not unqualifiedly opening the doors of its
institutions for that purpose Tbc Committee on Higher Education
is studying this prob]em. We need to put some thougbt to the
question: How shall we use our educational institutions at this
time? A fourth ycar is being added to the Seminary at St. Louis.
The Committee on Higher Education is also considering a revision
of tbe curricula at all institutions. Some new branches of study
have already been introduced at the Colleges. The study of Hebrew
is to be discontinued at tbe Colleges, and instcad a full year’s he-
ginners’ course is to be offered at St. Louis. A few ebanges are
being undertaken also at the normal schools.

The resolut io ns of Synod in regard to lodgery are being carried
out cverywhere.

Tbe Investments of Synod are in the care of one committee in
accordance with the resolution of this body. Especially the laymen
of this committee are devoting much of their time to this work.
The committee is composed of the following: President J. W.
Behnken, Secretary M. F. Kretzmann, Mr. Pritzlaff of Milwaukee,
Mr. Schuhe of Chicago, Mr. Sauermann of Chicago, and Mr. Waltke
of St. Louis.

Quite generally in Synod there has been a decrease in the
enrolment at our parochial schools. President Behnken commended
our District for its lively interest in this phase of our educational
work. He stated that the enrolment in our Sunday-schools has not
increased. Where we have only a Sunday-school and no day-
school, we should think seriously of conducting Saturday- and
summer-schools. If we would carefully guard against the spirit
of unionism, we must properly indoetrinate our children.

Figures in the Statistical Year-baok with respect to our
mission-work ought to be presented to our people wherever and
whenever opportunity öfters. This Information is appreciated by
our people and is helpful to them. Foreign-tongue mission-work
is on the decrease in our country. This work has been delegated
to the various District«;. In Europe there is the possibility that our
Free Church may yet have an important mission owing to the
movement on foot to depart from the idea of a nationalistic
Church. Our missionaries in South America whe have come from
the States are bring in g some real sacrifices. New work er s have
gone out to Africa. Sets of moving pictures on our work in India,
South America, and in the Negro Missions are available. The
Messenger for the Blind Ls being read in all parts of the world, even
in Bethlehem, Palestine. In connection with our Home Mission
work we need a mission-minded and a working laity. If our Church
is to suceed in America, not only our pastors and teachers, but
also the laity will have to confess the Savior before men.

The free mass distribution of Der Lutheraner and the Lutheran
Wftness with District Supplements is not appreciated as expected.
Tbe. Soüth Wisconsin District is more successful; it has appointed
ai-corohiittee .which solleits subscriptions to these periodicals,

'Sjmod-is'encouraginß the congregations to observe a Synodical
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Sunday. We ought to disseminate Information on Synod at every
opportunity.

Special effort should be expended in behalf of the youth of
our Church. All our people ought to be encouraged to have
family devotions.

Synod has been gond to the Texas District. Our District
owes $17,384.72 to the General Church Extension Treasury. Prac-
tically all of this is past due.

Synod's debt was not made during the depression, but in the
years of prosperity. Ten years ago the debt was as large as it is
today. In the first two months of this year our Texas District has
given an average of two cents per communicant toward the work
of Synod. Should we not give ourselves to the Lord? An in-
creased spirituality is needcd if an improvement of our financial
Situation is to come about. Let us to that end lift up the crucificd
Savior.

Report on Texas Missions
Of the following report on the missions of the Texas District

the Statistical part covers the calendar year 1936, the descriptive
part the period from June 1, 1936, to February 28, 1937. The de­
scriptive part is vcry concise, in the expectation that it will he
supplcmented by an oral report.

1) Amarillo. (Rev. H. Frerking.) After all the internal
troubles some years ago, in spite of the effects of the depression, in
spite of the fact that the present location is now proving also a
handicap, this northernmost mission of ours is heginning to show
a healthy growth. An opportunity to relocate very favorably
could not be utilized for the simple reason that the funds in the
Church Extension Treasury did not permit. — Rcv. Frerking is
still serving the vacancy at Hereford-Canyon.

2) Lariat-Rhea. (Rev. A. Allmann.) The missionary still
resides at Rhea, where there is a parsonage; but a movement is
under way at Lariat to provide a parsonage, so that the missionary
may reside in what seems to be the more promising part of the
field.

3) Plainvie’U)-Kress-Olton. (Rev. C. Gaertner.) While the
Statistical growth of Plainview, the seat of the mission, has not
been very considerable, the missionary nevertheless reports that
the outlook for tangible growth is very good. The whole field is
ho ping to work out of the slough of crop failures caused by drought
and the dust-storms. The people, writes the missionary, are mis-
siön-minded. The parsonage question is looming at Plainview,
where at one time a fine home could be rented for almost a
nominal sum. Kress has been, and still is, on a slow decline.
Olton is an appendage, but the people are very faithful and very
much interested.

4) Lubbock-Abemathy. (Rev. W. G. Loesel.) Lubbock, the
seat of this field, seems to be a hard field to make gains in. This
mission has not made any Statistical gains since June, 1936. How-
ever, the missionary reports that there are substantial gains in
prospect. Abemathy is evidently declming. This is an expensive
field.
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5) Sparenberg. (Rev. A. Bruns.) This mission, which at one
time was on the point of becoming self-sustaining, but which the
crop failures and other difficulties almost dealt a death-blow, is
slowly recovering, slightly gaining in numbers, but doing Letter
financially. It is very encouraging to note that the missionary has
again been able to do work at Lamesa, the county-seat, about
fifteen miles away.

6) Big Spring, (Rev. Theo. Graalmann.) Big Spring, seat of
the mission, Loraine, and Midland, the three organized posts of
this parish, show encouraging gains in numbers, though the finan­
cial improvement is not as great. Hyman and Wink are preach-
ing-stations, though the cost of driving back and forth and
preaching is proportionately greater. This whole territory has
always compelled its missionary to be a traveling man.

7) Roswell, Carhbad, Clovis, N. Mex. (Rev. R. Hingst.) At
Ros well a bas cm ent church has now been added to former ac-
quisitions, much to the encouragement of the people, as now they
have a place of worship of their own. — At Carlsbad the work grew
to the point that an intern was placed in Charge, Mr. V. G. Meyer,
who serves also Hobbs in the oil-field. The enthusiasm at Carls­
bad rose to such heights that the people there decided to build
a chapel without asking the aid of the Church Extension Treasury.
Carlsbad is growing, while as to Hobbs it is difficult at present
to say anything definite. Clovis has been dropped for the time
being, and Rev. Hingst now conducts Services at Portales, eighteen
miles south of Clovis.

8) Harrold. (Rev. Paul Holtzen.) While the reports do not
show any numerical growth for this mission, yet it seems to be
making progress otherwise. In addition to the chapel a parsonage
has now been built with only a partial Ioan from the Church
Extension Treasury. When building its chapel. Harrold proceeded
in the same männer, namely, obtaining only a partial Ioan from
the Church Extension Treasury, thus setting a laudable example.

9) Brady. (Rev. F. Lammert, Jr.) This mission shows a slight
numerical gain over last year. It is still a problem for the Mission
Board. Church attendance is increasing, however. The debt on
the chapel is a cause for worry.

10) San Angelo. (Rev. Geo. Heinemeier.) This mission re-
reports a growth of 10 souls and 10 communicants, with prospects
for more in the near future. Contributions also have been heavier
than before. The seating capacity of the chapel, writes the mis­
sionary, will soon be exhausted.-—Visits to the Carlsbad Sana­
torium are made whenever necessary.

11) Eola. (Rev. E. E. Miertschin.) Because four families
moved away, there is a drop in the statistics of this mission. Eola
is still anxiously looking forward to the day when it will have its
own chapel.

12) Brownwood. (Rev. R. Martin.) This mission has expe-
rienced a slight growth in spite of the fact that as yet it possesses
no chapel. There has been much correspondence between the
mission and the Church Extension and the Mission Board regard-
ing this matter, but with no tangible results as yet.
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13) Cisco. (Rcv. E. H. Riese.) The statistics of this mission has
remained stationary. The day-school, however, has grown. The
Problem as to how to meet payments on its Building debts has
become very acute.

14) Bowie-Bridgeport. (Rev. E. Sanders.) Notwithstanding
their great poverty the people of Bowie last summet rebuilt the
parsonage, which had become greatly dilapidated, so that now the
pastor has very livable quarters, The number of pupils in the
day-school shows an increase.

15) Denton. (Rev. W. E. Meyer.) Additions barely counter-
balanced removals in this mission, but in Christian knowledge the
mission is growing. The audience in the Services includes also
students from Denton Normal and the ever-growing C. I. A.

16) Honey Grove. (Rev. G. Ch. Albers.) Though the mission-
ary is still able to add, by instruction and confirmation, to his flock,
yet the total has not increased, for people are still moving away.
However, after many years of dire crop failures Honey Grove has
had fair crops, which has much encouraged both pastor and people.

17) Clarksville. (Vacant.) In many respects this little mis­
sion has made progress, in Christian knowledge as well as finan-
cially. In numbers, however, it has not grown. Rev. E. O. Smith
recently accepted a call to Illinois. The Mission Board wishes to
get the opinion of the District whether Clarksville should receive
its own missionary or whether Clarksville and Texarkana should
be combined and served from Clarksville.

18) Texarkana. (Rev. John Gaertner.) In spite of faithful
work this mission, in a populous territory, is not growing. A great
effort was made last fall to acquaint the people with our mission
and our work, in accordance with instructions of the 1936 Conven­
tion; but no visible results can as yet be recorded.

19) Tyler. (Rev. Carl Breehne.) This expensive mission, still
conducted in the Children’s Reading-room of the Public Library,
has come to a standstill. The real reason for this has not yet
heen determined. In a city of the size of Tyler a Lutheran mission
ought to grow.

20) Mart. (Rev. J. Herzog.) This mission is progressing in
an encouraging männer. Efforts are being made to secure property
in the town, but so far they have not been successful. The amal-
gamation of Mart and Battle has not yet been effected.

21) Marlin. (Rev. G. Beyer.) The missionary writes: "Re­
movals, Coming and going, mostly going, unfortunately most of it
at the beginning of the year. The expected income went with it.”
If we add to this the fact that many repairs have to be made, the
Mission Board must say that this mission was not able to fulfil its
hope that Marlin would become self-sustaining.

22) Temple. (Rev. W. Buchschaeher.) This mission, includ-
ing Cameron, shows a slight gain. Having to grapple with the
language question seems to be affecting the development of Temple.

23) Hamilton. (Rev. H. Quitmeyer.) This mission, which
owes its origin to Aleman, organized recently and called Candidate
H. Quitmeyer as its pastor. A chapel is now the next need of
the mission.
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24) Kurten-Zulch-Bryan. (Rev. H. E. Spitzenpfei].) This ter-
ritory suffered the worst crop failure in twenty-five years, al-
though it never had good crops. Many people are destitute. The
total cotton crop of the Kurten mission consisted of ten bales. —
The new mission at Bryan is the only bright spot in a very gloomy
scene.

25) Denver Harbor, Houston. (Rev. W. J. Lotz:.) The numer-
ical growth of this field is encouraging, not so much so, however,
the financial growth. The teacherage, begun about New Year, is
a-building in spite of adverse weather. Teacher Mantey, during
the present school-year, is being assisted by Student H. Gaertner,
without extra cost to the Mission Treasury.

26) South End, Houston. (Rev. R. A. Jesse.) This mission is
making encouraging progress financially and numerically. Evic-
tion from his rcsidence being imminent, a parsonage was rccently
acquired through a Ioan from the Church Extension Treasury,
thus laying at last this very vexatious question.

27) Lindale, Houston. (Rev. H. Plackemeier.) In spite of
some removals this mission has also grown in numbcrs, with sev-
eral others knocking at the doors. Candidate Brauer, who had
returncd to the school in September, accepted a call into the min-
istry beginning of November. In his place Student Lauschkc was
seeured to assist Teacher Alms. The expenses of the student are
paid by the mission.

28) Bammel, Harris County. (Rev. R. Wiederaenders.) This
is a new mission between the city of Houston and the chain of
congregations in the northern part of Harris County. It had its
origin in Westfield, was served by pastors and students, explored
by the Field Seeretary, and taken over by the Mission Board last
summer Services are conducted in an old chapel in the Bammel
community. Candidate Wiederaenders was called to develop the
field and has now been called as pastor by the mission, which or-
ganized early this ycar. At the same time he began work in what
is known as Recreation Acres near North Houston, where a chapel
has now been built with money advanccd by interested members
of our churches in Houston.

29) Goose Creek (Rev. G. W. Obenhaus.) This mission, in
a populous hüt difficult territory, in the oil-field and refincry dis­
trict, has held its own during the past months. No particular
gains were reported.

30) Gcdueston. (Rev. Theo. Bornemann.) The numerical
growth in this place was substantial. The school is still in Charge
of Teachers Bangert and Doering, Rev. Bornemann assisting when
necessary. Teacher Doering also still conducts our Jittle Sunday-
school in the west end of town. The congregation furnished trans-
portation to church and Sunday-sehool.

31) Port Arthur, St. PauVs. (Rev. A. Rathjen.) Rev. Luedke,
former missionary, accepted a call to Illinois and left early in
January. Rev. Rathjen was called in his place. He accepted this
call and will remove to Port Arthur after Easter. The mission at
Port Arthur has been growing rapidly and makes heavy demands
on the missionary. For this reason a student, Mr. Riske, has been.
seeured for the present school-year to assist in the school.
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32) Navasota-Brenham. (Rev. C. W. Luckens.) Navasota has
grown substantially, but Brenham lost a little, owing to removals,
since last summer. Navasota has its own chapel, now paid for,
while Brenham is sorely handicapped because it has no home of
its own. This need must be met as soon as the many questions
involved have been solved satisfactorily.

33) Smithville. (Rev. O. Schreiner.) This mission also has
forged ahead since last sununei. “Prospects for growth are more
promising now than they have been for some time.” The mission-
ary has discontinued his Services at Bastrop and begun work at
Muldoon.

34) Mount Olive, San Antonio. (Rev. A. Repp.) The encour-
aging growth of this mission is attributable, partly at least, to the
flourishmg school, which Ls taxing the capacity not only of the
building, but of the teachers, Rev. Repp and Teacher Voth. Ap-
plicants for enrolment bad to be turned down. At the same time
this mission is gradually getting on a better financial footing,

35) Mount Calvary, San Antonio. (Vacant.) This mission
became vacant when Rev. Rath]en accepted the call to Port Arthur.
Steps are being taken to fall the vacancy. The people of this
mission have been very faithful in meeting their financial obliga-
tions. Great interest has also always been shown in the school,
which has made encouraßing gains in enrolment.

36) New Braunfels. (Rev. E. E. Wagner.) In addition to all
the other obstacles that have been preventing the expected growth
of this mission, internal difficulties dcveloped, which are only now
being removed. It will be only after these troubles have been
overcome that we shall be able to see clearly.

37) La Pryor. (Vacant.) To this field belong also Schattel
and Del Rio. When this field became vacant last spring, the
Mission Board could not come to a decision with regard to Icnd-
ing a band in calling another missionary. A compromise was
reached according to which an intern, Mr. J. Rische, was to do the
necessary work at these places while he was engaged at San
Antonio in a missionary canvass of the city launched by our
churches. An agreement was made with the San Antonio people
that the San Antonio churches pay half of the intem’s salary,
while the Mission Board guaranteed the remainder. — As to
Del Rio, the intern and the Field Secretary alternate there. Until
the intern arrived, the pastors of San Antonio very readily helped
to supply the vacancy at those three places.—Del Rio and
La Pryor are holding their own. As to Schattel the intern re-
ports that it is making very encouraging progress. How to take
eare of this field after the intern's term expires remains to be
seen.

38) Corpus Christi. (Rev. G. T. Naumann.) This place is
making such progress that the parsonage-chapel is no longer
capable of Holding the audiences, Unless we soon furnish a
larger auditorium, we are in danger of losing people we might
otherwise win. The Corpus Christi people suggest a basement
church for the time being.

Rev. Naumann formerly served also Realitos, but he is now
in Charge of West Sinton, formerly a part of Three Rivers. At
West Sinton interest is also increasing very visibly.

3
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39) Three Rivers. (Rev. Fred Boerger.) An investigation on
the part of the officers of the District revealed that Three Rivers,
of which at that time West Sinton was a part, was no longer able
to maintain its financial independence, and consequently the Mis­
sion Board bad to take it over again. West Sinton was then ad.ded
to Corpus Christi, and Realitos was again added to Three Rivers.
Rev. Boerger was called. The sehool at Three Rivers is again being
taught, and the missionary opened a preaching-station also at
Alice, which is about half-way between Three Rivers and Realitos.
We ought to have entered Alice long ago. In this way we were
enabled to do so.

40) Edna. (Rev. W. B. Gummelt.) The sehool, which was
Jost over the text-book troubles, has again been opened, the Mis­
sion Board paying for the text-books in compliance with a ruling
of the District. Unfortunately the missionary was stricken with
appendicitis in the middle of the term.

41) Alamo. (Rev. W. W. Stratmann.) The numerioal growth
has been substantial here. in addition the missionary writes:
“Our finances are good. . . . Hope to be free of debt.” Alamo is
not far from becoming self-sustaining. In addition Rev. Stratmann
is developing Raymondville, which undoubtedly has a future.
The only expense the Mission Board has to mcet in serving Ray-
mondville is partial payment of the cost of travel.

42) San Benita-Brownsville. (Rev. O. Schmidt.) San Benito
has become so impoverished that people are moving away. It was
altogether contrary to the expectations of everybody that Browns-
ville also showed a decline. This part of the field ought to grow.

Our Missions Among the Mexicans
1) San Antonio. (Rev. A. Melendez.) This mission has not

made any material progxess. The decline of the sehool has be-
enme a matter of concem for both the missionary, with Teacher
Meissner, and the Mission Board. This matter is being studied
with a view toward finding a remedy. The finances of the mis­
sion are improving. Efforts are being made to secure a parsonage,
so that the missionary can live near the church.

2) Three Rivers. (Rev. O. Naumann.) The sehool at this
place is proving a great missionary agency. It has shown such an
altogether unexpected growth that it became physically impossible
to crowd the children into the one schoolroom and still more im­
possible to teach such a large number. A Student was secured at
the beginning of 1937, Mr. Sylvester, who had studied Spanish
under Rev. Jargo at St. Louis and who now assists Rev. Naumann
by teaching in a Building across the Street from our chapel. The
Mission Treasury also furnished text-books to the amount of
$25. — As to Calliham the missionary reports that one of the mem-
bers who formerly attended, but left, has returned and rejoined
the mission.

3) Vanderbilt- (Rev. H. H. Smith.) The sudden exodus of
the members of this mission so deplcted our numhers that the
sehool was altogether crippled as well as the church. For this
reason Rev. Smith was sent to Brownsville in order to canvass
this town once more. As a result he has now moved to this place 
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in order to open a mission there, He will, however, serve period-
ically our few remaining faithful members at Vanderbilt

Rev. Segovia, together with Mrs. Segovia, hecame a communi-
cant member of our church in December after thorough instruction
in our Catechism. He has also just completed a course in homiletics
and is taking other courses, partly with the Professors at our Col­
lege, partly with the Field Secretary.

Meanwhile, on his own initiative, he opened a mission in his
Humble home and now has a Sunday-school, a dass of adults and
also one of children, whom he is prepaxing for confirmation. He
also conducts regulär Services. More spacious Quarters will have
to be provided for this promising mission.

Mr. Lazos is finishing his course at Springfield, after which
he will help out one year in our Mexican Missions in order to get
the necessary actual practise before going hack to Mexico.
Mrs. Lazos will by that time have finished her course at Seward.

The Conference of Spanish workers is still engaged in the re-
vision of the Spanish hymnal. Owing to the fact that the members
of this Conference live scattered, it is difficult to meet regularly.
However, it is hoped that the revision of this hymnal will sonn be
completed. The hymnal is a crying need in our missions. With re-
gard to the work on the agenda a few difficulties have been en-
countered that must be overcome. We also ought to have bi’ fax
more tracts than we are at present able to print. A skeleton
depositary for Spanish publications has heen created, but it lacks
funds to do its work more widely. In all this it is our endeavor
to keep in touch with the Spanish workers both in North and in
South America.

Schools of otherwise seif-supporting churches that have been
supported in part:

Waco (Teacher Krenzke); Beaumont (Student Benecke);
Littlefield (Mr. Boriack); Westfield (Mr. Teinert).

After Rev. Hartenberger of Perryton, who had been supported
temporarily from the Mission Treasury, accepted a call into the
Oklahoma District, Rev. Daenzer of the Kansas District under-
took to help out at Perryton, the Texas Mission Board and the
Kansas Board having arrived at an understanding according to
which we subsidize Rev. Daenzer to the amount of $20 a month for
the time being.

The Field Secretary has performed his labors as usually, being
compelled, as member of the Legislative Committee, to devote
some time to the duties arising from this membership.

Since the Convention at Serbin the Mission Board held six
regulär meetings, each of two days, at each of which the President
was able to be present. One proposed meeting was caneelcd be-
cause weather conditions prevented the members of the Board
from traveling.

The Auto Loan Fund has a cash balance of $62.03. We urge
the solle Station of m oneys for this worthy fund.

Respectfully submitted by
The Mission Board of the Texas District

E. F. Moerbe, Chairman
E. A. Heckmann, Secretary
E. Reuwer
W. H. Bewie, Field Secretary
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1. Albers . . Honey Grove—....
Rhea..................... —

$75.00 105 78 22 10 $403.37 $364.93 $450.00
2. Allmann 72.68 50 38 12 260.00 185.15 522.12 ___

Lariat---------'------- 89 49 19 — 30 283.73 277.56
3. Beyer, G. Marlin..................... 65.03 166 116 29 — 35 602.86 458.62 150.03 ___ ■
4. BoeYger Three Rivers ...... 72.68 124 80 20 1C 31 175.00 185.42 184.80 -

Realitos—.............. 66 40 17 — 13 54.00 212.40 . - $53.22
Alice......................... ■ — —• — — 12 - ■ 12.28 ■ ___ - —

5. Bornemann.._ Galveston............... 65.03 135 86 17 10C 140 360.00 1,977.95 325.39 — — -
6. Breehne Tyler.-----------------

Sparenberg---------
Temple--------- -----

65.03 60 30 11 — 19 180.00 221.60 600.36 $660.00 ___ _---- -
7. Bruns__ 70.00 125 85 25 22 104 128.00 749.52 655.21 -
8. Buchschacher____ 72.68 89 58 22 — 32 120.00 1,092.79 708.66 360.00 — — —

Cameron........... .... —— 28 14 — — 5 53.50 43.09
9. Frerking . Amarillo............ ..... 72.68 85 38 IC 32 120.00 613.23 740.16 270.00 $ .56 - -

10. Gaertner, C.A------ Plainview............... 70.00 58 34 11 — 26 72.00 537.54 516.24 294.00 — ■ —
Kress _........ 48 30 12 — 14 79.00 202.52 — — — -■ -
Olton........ .............. - 16 11 _ 4 127.00 118.16

11. Gaertner, J. Texarkana.............. 65.03 45 32 9 — 7 — 274.82 780.36 300.00 ___42.00 —
12. Graalmann_______ 1 Big Spring----------

Loraine- ...............
57.38 70 32 11 35 150.00 475.93 438.56 150.00 ___

65 37 6 __ 16 95.00 131.79
Midland.................. —— 30 13 5 — 14 35.00 174.07
Hyman.... ___ 18 12 36.56 - ___ — 1
Wink----------------- ■----- 17 12 — — — — 66.00 — — - ■ — ■
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13. Gummelt——»_ Edna......... ....... ......
Palacios-.......-........

14. Heinemeier______
15. Herzog.. .

San Angelo______
Mart.........
Battle......................

16. Hingst ........ RoswelL..... ....... .....
Clovis.....................

17. Holtzen_ ..... Harrold__
18. Jesse____________
19. Lammert_________
20. Loesel-----------------

Houston..................
Brady......................
Lubbock.................

21. Lotz_„ Houston....
22. Luedke__________ Port Arthur...........

Navasota —_____

24. Martin..
Brenham------------
Brownwood_

25. Melendez________
26. Meyer, W.E______
27. Miertschin, E--------

San Antonio_____
Denton_________
Eola........................

28. Naumann, G______ Corpus Christi.... .
West Sinton...........

57 38 108
—i——

70.00 117
65.03 871
- , 103|
72.68 64’

10
65.03 102
81.00 157
57.38 65
72.68

81.00 210i
81.00 232
65.03 9Ö

65.03
70.00 72
65.03
65.03 98|
65.03
—

64
16
67
60
71
38

8
61

104
37
30
15

131
135
60
21
24
32
29
65
34
20
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20 15 27 325.00 252.10 328.56 __ 76.15 —
6 4 ■II - ■■ 69.00 ■ — _  - HL ---

14 64 188.06 565.40 650.24 180.00 21.60
17 .— 51 300.00 501.05 224.76 138.0C ___ ___
20 26 225.00 155.42 __ ___ ___
12 — 24 257.86 927.03 465.63 255.00 20.57 1.00 —
v-w — 27.77 40.05 - -
23 — 36 376.95 403.20 370.95 ___ ___ ■ ■ ■ .
26 — 68 660.00 2,866.57 280.50 420.06 — ----—
10 — 36 85.00 211.10 391.04 96.00 14.79
11 — 16 51.00 103.81 826.66 910.00 — — —

8 «Mi 5 I ■■ - 45.84 — ■ ■ ■ ___ ___
32 52 93 535.00 936.53 552.00 360.00 ___ ___ ___
33 102 104 420.00 310.51 547.50 72U.UÜ ___ ___ -
16 — 22 180.00 504.77 564.00 270.00 ___ ___ -

7 — 13 36.00 311.35 —_ __ ___ ___ __
10 — 34 175.20 262.21 604.80 286.00 —_ ,— $ 50.00

9 12 70 94.02 128.78 767.95 600.00 1.23 200.00
6 — 18 180.00 435.26 600.36 240.00 ___

22 25 110.00 509.79 667.86 —— ___ ___
— — 33 60.00 167.63 500.36 317.40 21.60 23,74
— — 3 200.00 138.50 — — —— — —

-4
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29. Naumann, 0______ Threc Rivers.......... 57.38 20 10 60 72 36.53 124.90 651.83 110.72 • 25.00 ___
Call ih am________ 2 2 — — ■—• —— — — — — — ■

30. Obenhaus, G. W...... Goose Creek-------- 65.03 81 44 12 — 31 180.00 588.36 600.00 153.75 —— i ■—
31. Plackemeier______ Houston.......„.... . 81.00 190 136 42 57 126 660.00 1,325.94 312.00 300.00 — — — —
32. Rathjen--------------- San Antonio-.....— 65.03 74 60 11 16 25 300.00 764.15 480.00 ■ — 1 ■
33. Repp.....—....... ......... San Antonio_____ 70.00 132 64 15 79 96 290.00 812.04 670.21 360.00 —— ■■
34. Riese.......... .............. Cisco-.......... . ........ 65.03 81 53 15 24 18 274.95 323.34 504.96 - — ■ 250.00
35. Sanders................... Bowie.............. ....... 70.00 89 52 19 12 42 332.52 411.17 479.92 — 80.50 ■ ' —

Bridgeport............. 62 36 16 — 10 16.00 18.60
36. Schmidt, O----------- San Benito_______

Brownsville_.........
65.03 68

38
40
20

14
8

— 35
6

176.00
60.00

96.00
260.00

559.36
81.25

8.00 2.00
-

37. Schreiner, 0--------- Smithville-......... . 70.00 90 16 22 — 17 240.30 189.14 565.00 192.00 —__ —— —
38. Smith, E.O.............. Clarksville---------- 65.03 60 39 14 — 63 180.36 249.86 600.00 ■ ■ ■ ------
39. Smith, ___ Vanderbilt_______ 65.03 35 22 10 — 4 24.00 128.70 756.36 216.00 ------———- -
40. Spitzenpfeil______ Kurten--------------- 65.03 123 68 22 30 45.09 50.00 660.00 ___ - ■

Zulch—.................. — 53 27 12 — 14 35.12 40.50
Bryan 31 14 fi 14 ___ 65.25 — - - -

41. Stratmann Alamo—__ ______ 65.03 97 65 16 — 25 300.00 947.95 485.36 420.00 5127 — ■
Raymondsville....... — 13 — — 3 — 24.01 ___ --- -

42. Wagner, E................ New Braunfels..... 65.03 39 24 5 3 17 108.00 203.00 672.36 420.00 - -■ —
43. (Vacant)_________ La Pryor________ 52 35 10 10 54.40 161.90 136.08 • 69.04 —— ■

Schattel.......... ........ —— 29 20 8 — 12 147.25 211.17 —— ■ ■ — — —
Del Rio__________ — 15 7 — — 3 65.00 42.54
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Teachers or Students in Missions

Safari Subsidjj Rent Travel Speeta!
Allowance

Miscel-
lancous

1. Alms $72.68
75.00

$872.16
883.76

$300.00
3SD.OO2. Bangert

3. Doering . 75.00 883.76 390.00
4. Lehmann __ 57.38 60856 122.50
5. Mantey ....................
6. Meissner . ....

72.68 872.16 240 00
70.00 807.17 216.00

7. Sehkade . 75.00 31659 300.00
8. Voth _____________ 75.00 765.00 300.00 — — —

Teachers or Students in Self-Supporting Congregations

■Saianj Subiidv

1. Benecke ............. . $45.90 $123.60
2. Boriack __ ___ ____ 45.90 137.70
3. Krenske 65.03 504.56
4. Remmert 45.90 154 50
5. Teinert ......... ........ 50.00

Other Items

5ai-
anj

Sub-
sidy Rcnt Trau. MteceL

Zönrous

1. Bewie.............. Field Seeretary $96.00 $1,132.00 $450.00 $82 90
2. Hartenberger. Perryton 585.27
3. Interest S1 024 79
4. Kaltwasser. . I j Pryar 136.08 69 04
5. Kasper Brady.................. 137.56 46.00
6. Laxes Mex. Student .... _ 741.89 _ ___
7. Meyer, V. G. Carlsbad, N. Mex. 45.90 8824 80.00 13.40 ___
8. Mission Board. _ ___ 152.03
9. Noticiero . _ ___ 165.35

10. Quitmeyer. Hamilton 45.90 514.70 20.00
11 Rathgeber Sagerton 60.00
12. Segovia ......... Austin..... 700.00
13. Wiederae nders Bammel................ 45.901 152.83 —— 20.00 —

In connection with the report made by Committee 4, Synod
adopted the following recommendations and resolutions:

1. That relocation of the mission in Amarülo be effected as
soon as possible;

2. That it be suggested to the Hereford and Canyon congrega-
tions to call their own pastor;

3. That the building of a parsonage be suggested to the con-
gregation at Plainview;

4. That Sparenberg increase its contributions toward the mis­
sion ary’s salary;

5. That Synod recognize the good work being done at Carlsbad
and Ros well, N. Mex., and encourage continuance of it;

6. That a chapel for Eola be again recommended;
7. That a chapel-paxsonage be recommended for Brownwood;
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8. That the Clarksville-Tcxarka na fields be combined, with
headquarters of the missionary at Texarkana;

9. That a Visitation be recommended for Tyler;
10. That the Mart-Battle parish be encouraged to become self-

sustaining;
11. That Marlin be encouraged to become self-sustaining;
12. That building of a chapel be recommended for Hamilton;
13. That Denver-Harb or, South End, and Lindale, Houston,

congregations be encouraged to raise the entire salary of their
pastors;

14. That the congregation at Galveston be encouraged to in-
vestigate the advisability of purchasing dwellings for its teachers
on the monthly instalment plan instead of paying rent;

15. That the congregation at Smithville be urged to increase its
contributions;

16. That an intern be recommended for the La Pryor-Schattel-
Del Rio parish;

17. That a chapel be built at Corpus Christi as soon as possible;
18. That the missionary at Three Rivers continue the good

work he is doing also at Alice;
19. That the congregation at Alamo be encouraged to become

self-sustaining;
20. That a survey be made by the Mission Board in con-

junction with interested members of the various Houston con­
gregations with the view of providing a Spanish-speaking mis­
sionary for Houston, final action in the matter to be left to the
Mission Board;

21. That the Mission Board continue to study the Situation
with regard to the Mexiean mission in San Antonio and find a
solution as soon as possible;

22. That Rev. Segovia be commended for his work and en-
couragement be given him to continue;

23. That the missionaries' salaries be increased 10 per cent.,
effective May 1. The remainder, making up a minimum of §75
a month for single men and $85 per month for married men, is to
be restored next year, 1938, if possible, this to be left to the dis-
cretion of the Mission Board and the Visitors’ Conference.

Report of the Board of Education
The District’s Board of Education is not at this time oflering

a report in the commonly accepted sense of the term. While your
Board has held monthly sessions, made contacts with the office of
the State Board of Education, secured information with regard to
Sunday-school literature, drafted a guide for school visitations,
and taken preliminary Steps toward the launching of a Teachers’
Forum Quarterly, the short period of time that has elapsed since
the District last met hardly perxnitted of more extensive activities
than a mere surveying of the Problems that plainly lie before us.
Stimulated by Communications from Synod’s General Board of
Education, which reveal, as perhaps never before, the urgent need
of a drastic analysis and an extensive readjustment of practically
every phase and department of educational endcavors, we have
outlined various activities that ought to be launched, for which,
however, a larger set-up had first to be inaugurated.
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At this point we wish to state frankly that the more your
Board delved into these and sundry other matters, the more it
feit that the personnel of your Board is entirely inadequate to
cope with the tasks imposed upon it hy the District and intensified
by the demands of the cause. We therefore appeal to the District
to add three more members to the Board, one pastor, one teacher,
and one layman. We see no alternative <f your Board is even ap-
proximately to satisfy the expectations of the District and to do
justice to the requirements of a vastly changed and greatly ex-
panded educational Situation. A three-member Board may have
servcd its purpose twenty years .ago, but it is certainly no longcr
adequate in this day and time, £he Tess so, since its members hold
positions which already tax their time as well as their ability.
Among the tasks that confront us we recognize as preeminently
urgent:

1) An extensive readjustment of our schools, their Standards,
their needs, and their status in the congregations of the District;

2) A thorough scrutiny of the Sunday-school Situation;
3) A careful evaluation of such other educational agencies as

the Saturday-school, the summer-school, and the Bible-class.
As a first step in the right direction with regard to the Sunday

school your Board whole-heartedly recommends to the District
the adoption of the following overture of the Falls-McLennan
Counties’ Sunday-school Teachers’ Association:

“Whereas, It cannot be denied that the Sunday-school has
becomc a permanent establishment in our Church; and

“Whereas, It cannot be denied that the teaching force in our
Sunday-school is very much in need of encouragement and instruc-
tion in this noble work; and

"Whereas, Such encouragement and instruction ean be very
effectively given in 1 arger groups, such as Sunday-school associa-
tions; therefore be it

“Resolved, That the Texas District, convened in Houston,
Tex., March 31 to April 6, encourage groups of congregations in
Texas, wherever possible, to organize, and conduct the work of,
Sunday-school teachers’ associations for the promotion and ad-
vancement of our work in the Sunday-school.”

Finally your Board, in conjunction with Professor Neeb, who
obtained authoritative Information at State headquarters, has
looked into, and carefully studied, the feasibility of the recom-
mendation offered at the convention in Serbin, to wit, “that the
District subsidize each teacher in the District at the rate of $5 per
credit hour earned toward his degree.” We beg leave to submit
our findings and to öfter the following resolutions for adoption:

Whereas, It is highly dcsirable that as many of our teachers
as ean obtain them acquire permanent Texas Elementary Teachers’
Certificates; and

Whereas, We are informed that those who have graduated
from River Forest in 1931 or later and from Seward in 1927 or
later may apply for, and receive, the State’s ''Elementary 6” cer-
tificate as soon as they have completed the “two-hour course in
Constitution” requirement; and

Whereas, This “Elementary 6“ certificate may be converted
into a permanent certificate when the holder has had five years 
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of satisfactory teaching experience subsequent to the granting of
the "Elementary 6”; and

Whereas, Those who graduated from our normal schools prior
to the years mentioned above will be required to obtain from some
accredited Texas Institution a B. A. or a B. S. degree and will be
required to include in their work 12 semester hours of courses
pertaining directly to elementary education and 36 hours of super -
vised practise-teaching (in State schools) before the **Elemen­
tary 6” certificate can be granted to them; therefore be it

Resolved, That the District subsidize any one of its teachers
to a maximum amount of five dollars ($5) per semester hour of
credit eamed whrle taking courses required of him before he may
be granted an “Elementary 6” teachers* certificate; and be it further

Rßsolvßd, That a board be created to pass on all applications
for subsidy made und er this resolution; and be it further

Resolved, That no subsidy granted is to exceed the actual cost
to the applicant of the course in question; and be it finally

Resolved, That the President of the District be asked to inform
every new teacher who enters the District of the circumstances
under which he may acquire the State certificate (“two-hour
course in Constitution”) and that he urge new teachers to complete
said requirement and to make application for the “Elementary 6"
as soon as possible after entering the District.

Note. — The Constitution of the United States and Texas is
the title of a two-hour course which is offered by all accredited
State institutions of College rank. This course complies with legal
requirements set up by the Legislature. Our teachers may take
the course from any approved Texas College or university. (Apply
for list to State Board of Exarniners, Department of Education,
Capitol Bldg., Austin, Tex.) This Tequirement may be absoh>ed
by taking the course by correspondence instead of “in residence”

Respectfully submitted by
Texas District Board of Education

H. Studtmann
G. Bentrup
0. Knippa

Committee 7 reported, and its recommendations were adopted
as follows:

1. That the personnel of the District Educational Board he
increased by three members — 1 pastor, I teacher, and 1 layman;

2. That, wherever possible, groups of congregations be en-
couraged to organize Sunday-school teachers’ associations.

3. That the District petition the General Body to call another
permanent professor for our College at Austin. •

President C. M. Beyer appointed the following to serve as
additional members on the District Educational Committee: Pastor
A. C. Repp, Teacher O. Kieschnick, and Mr. H. Schuette.

The matter in regard to subsidizing our teachers in Order that
they may obtain their degrees was tabled.

A motion was passed to the effect that the District Educational
Committee study the advisabüity of employing a foot-loose school
Superintendent in the District and report on this matter at the next
District Convention.
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Report of Church Extension Board
To the Hon. President and members of the Texas District, as-

sembled in convention at Houston, Harris County, Texas,
March 31 to April 6, 1937.

Dear Brethren:
Your Church Extension Board herewith submits its report

covering its activities from May 15, 1936, to January 15, 1937.
The following amounts have been received by your Board for

the period covering this report:
Members and Societies of Congregations $ 1,510.00
Callectxons and Donations 65.05
Congregations — Budget Allotments 513.08
Mission Board — Rent for Missionaries 3,332.90
Congregations — Notes Receivable 4,826.44

Totdi Receipts $10,247.47

The following Ioans have been granted by your Board for the
period covering this report:
Houston — Denver Harbor, Teacherage 5 500.00
Carisbad, Chapel 500.00
Roswell, Chapel 3,400.00

Total Lioans Granted $4,400.00

The following notes payable have been paid by your Board
for the period covering this report:
Genera] Church Extension Board $2,000.00
Individuals 1,440.00
Congregations and Societies 360.00

Total Notes Payable Paid $3,800.00
RespectfuDy submitted,

Texas District Church Extension Board
Rev. P. B. Mtertschin, Chairman
Prof. E. F. Wilkening, Secretary
Edwin G. Kilian, Treasurer

Synod adopted the recommendation of Committee 9 that con­
gregations that are delinquent in remitting payments on their Ioans
from the Church Extension Treasury be encouraged to make
regulär remittances.

Report of District Finance Board
Your Board on Finances begs leave to submit to your honor-

able body the following report:
For the first time in its history the Texas District meets in the

early pari of the year, viz., the week following Easter. No doubt
this time of the year will prove to be more agreeable than the hot
and sultry days of June or July; but it crowds all the work into
one season. The Compilation of the financial statistics, confirma-
tion classes, Lenten Services, etc., all this comes at the same time.
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We hope that the pleasantness and agreeableness of this time of
the year will amply re ward each and every one.

The financial statistics were completed yesterday, March 2.
Like always they are not complete. Seven reports are still missing.
Reminders have failed to bring them. There is not much dif-
ference between the figures of 1935 and 1936. Same columns show
a nice increase, others a decrease. For the budgeted treasuries the
District has raised $2,267.85 less in 1936 than in 1935. Mission­
festival collections exceeded 1935 contributions by $1,267.25.
Drought in the northem half and superabundant rains in the
Southern half of the State, coupled with indifference, certainly had
a bearing on the 1936 contributions.

From “Remarks and Suggestions" of the individual financial
reports it appears that dissatisfaction prevails with regard to the
initial-envelope offering. According to a resolution passed at the
Convention in Vernon the initial-envelope offering was to be used
for the purpose of paying for the collection envelopes. At the last
convention in Serbin another resolution was presented on the floor
of the convention and adopted. According to this resolution all
initial-en velope offe rings are to be placed into the budgeted trea­
suries. Here is the Situation: Some congregations do not use any
envelopes. Others purchase theix envelopes directly from the
publisher. Yet all help to pay for the envelopes. Still others
secure envelopes for both synodical and home purposes from the
District fiscal office; but according to the Serbin resolution all
remittances for collection envelopes flow into the Budget. Even
if all initial-envelope offerings are placed into the Budget, the
latter remittances for envelopes used for home purposes ought to
be placed into the current expense treasury.

We therefore suggest
That the resolution regarding initial-envelope offering be re-

considered.
That the Committee on Finances study the Situation and bring

corrective recommendations.
As to our contributions for the year 1937, let us not use

droughts, Roods, and hard times as an excuse. Let us rather
humble ourselves, ask the Lord to bestew His blessing upon our
labors and efforts, make us willing to perform our God-given
duties, and thus with the help of God reach the goal.

of the Texas District
Rev. P. J. Klenk, Chairman
Mr. H. A. Barsun
Mr. Paul Nerger
Mr. A. T. Kramer, Trea&urer

the Suggestion of the District
the initial-envelope collections;

Committee 5 recommended
Finance Committee in regard to
but Synod rejected this recommendation.

Pastor P. J. Klenk, chairman of the Finance Board, urged care
in making out the annual reports to the Board. The “Call of the
Hour” collections are not to be stipulated for the budget.

Respectfully submitted,
Finance Board

Mr. Wm. Wohlt
Mr. A. A. Hengst
Mr. E. E. Sitz
Mr. A. H. Brandt
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Report of Treasurer of Texas District
From January 16, 1936, to January 15, 1937

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

As of January 15, 1937

Totais  $8,889.01!$92.133.98|$83.617.23| S17.40S.76

Balance,
S-16-3S ReceiptS DübuTse-

»nents
Balance.
1-15-37

1. Church Extension Fund:
District Fund ........................;.............
Loans Duo General Church Extension Fund
Loans Due Indlvidunls and Congregations
Notes Rcccivablc from Congregations .

$ 62.925.52
20,029.36
29,886.69

-107.529.92

$ 1,587.41
3,510-00

11,701.54
$ 2,644.64

2.170.00
6,319 36
3,313.53

8 64,512.93
17.384.72
31,220 69

-102.147.74
2. Current Expense Fund 1,072.86 3.475.83 1.235.16
3. Indigent Sludents' Fund ............................ 2.170.88 612 55 1,584.00 1,099-43
4. District Home Mlssions _______________

District Home Mlssions Sub. Gen. Body _
— 567.92 34,428.87

17.440 G0
48,097 77 3.203.78

5. Budget Collection — Gen. Body Only
Debl of Synod

6. Missionar!es' Auto Fund . .
Mission Bries' Auto Fund (Loan) .......... . ..

— 15,014 97
455.75

15.014.97
455.75

-90 47
100.00

160.00 90.00 -20.47
100-00

7. Indigent Students' Endowment Fund 362.35 12 5t 374.85
8. All Other Accounts ......... 529.66 3,733 96 3.827.21 436.41

9. Cosh in Banks-
City National Bank, Wichlta Falls, Checklng Account--------—--------------5 16,448-84
City National Bank. Wichlta Falls, Petty Cnsh Account —------~---------- 100.00
First National Hank, Wichlta Falls. Savings Account --------------------- ,fl2 86
Wichlta National Bank. Wichlta Falls, Savings Account---------------- ------ 75 4. OB

Total Cash in Banks -------------- $17.405.76

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND D1SBURSEMENTS

From January 16, 1936, to January 15, 1937
1. Church Extension Fund:

January 16. 1936. Balance, District Fund ----------
Budget Allotment __ _______ ._
Collections and Donations . --- -------- ------------
Administration Fees -------- ------ ---- - -----.....

$62,925.52
$1,000.00

1B905
418.36 1,587-41

January 15, 1937. Balance. District Fund ---
January 16, 1936- Loons Due Gen. Church Ext. Board

Loans Rcpaid ___ _____________________

$64,512 93
520.029.36

2.644.64
January 15, 1937. Balance, Loans Due Gen. Ch. Ext. Bd.
January 16, 193G. Loans Due Indlvidunls and Congr——

Loans Obtalned from Indlviduals___ _ —
17.3B4.72

529,886.69
3,510 00

$33.396.69
Loans Repafd to Congregations and Societies ......... 5 360-00

Loans Repnld to Indivlduals___ — -- ----------- —
January 15, 1937- Balance. Notes Due Indv. nnd Congr.
January 16. 1936. Lnans Receivable from Congregations

Loans Repaid by Congregations ---- ------------ —
Loans Repaid by Mission Board----- ,, , ----------

1,810.00 2.170.00
31,226.69

$107.529.92
$6.772.64

4,928.90 11,701.54
$95,828.38

New Loans Made to Congregations .—---------—— 55,901.00
Administration Fees Added to Notes.............. ,......... 418.36 6,319.36

January 15, 1937. Total Loans Outstandinß . ............ — —102,147.74

January 15, 1937- Balance on Hand----- ------- —----- $10.976 GO
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51,072.86

2,566.5718 49
$3,639.43

2,404.27

$2,170 88

612.55

Disburse men 1s_____

$ -567 92

51.869.47

Disbursements 

$32,149.82
$15,014.97

32,149.82
5455.75455.75

$51,301 55
 48,097.77

$2,783 431,684.00

5500 00
103.90

8.55

$ 21.00
19.00

58S30
35.00

289.94
83 98
99.51
47.22

2.00
2.60

65.51
53.25

6.62
79 83
50.43
81.10
45.40

205.54
17 50

540.00
69.54

Disbursements
Bote  
Mexyenger —

52,500 00
20.91
26.27

90

 Genera! Body------
Sale of Schoolbooks—Vanderbtlt

Genera) Body Debt Collections -. 
Bemltted io General Body---------

$12,207.10
20,970.80

1,132.17
5.80

42.00
64.00

17,440.60
7 00

January 15, 1937. Balance on Hand —
5. Budget Callections:

CollecUons for 193G----------------------- -
Remltted to General Body------- ----- —
Allotted to Texas District:

Church Extension Fund---------
Current Expense Fund —..........
Home Missions Fund „--------
Student?' Fund ----------- ......--------

Transferred Account District Periodicals
Dlitriktsbote-------- ------------- -----
District Messenger -------------------

$927.75
5401.71

___  507,55 909.26

2. Current Expense Fund:
January 16, 1936. Balance Brought Forward ------ -- ..

Budget Allotment _
Sale of Edueational Guide 
Interest Received from Banks ..
Subscriptlons to Periodlcals 
District Periodlcals:

SubscripUon Traruderred frOm Budget
Distrikts bäte, 2,730 <a 15 cts.______  5409.50
District Messenger, 3,455 @ 15 cts.  518.25

$ 1,000.00
— _  2,500.00
___  12.207.10
 500 00 16,207.10

$409.50
518.25 927.75

DlSOtf RSEMENJSI
Assistants to Preach for President—
Budget Reports Collection Envelopes, Printlng and Mailing 
Dupllcate Abstract for El Paso Congregation .
Printlng, Stationery, Pos tage. Mise eil an eo us
Printlng and Mailing Financial Statements - ......
Printlng Two Treasurers' Reports 
Publicity Board Expense---- ----- __----------------------
Stenographer for President . —.............. —
Stu den Ls’ Board Expense . ... ___
Traveling. President, to Mission Board Meetings--------
Traveling. President. Vldtors, and Offldals - _
Traveling, Centennlai Meeting---- ------------------------
Traveling. Flnance Committee and Visitors’ Meeting ---
Traveling, Fiscal Conference, Chicago .....
Traveling to Synodlcal Conference. Indianapolis
Traveling to Teacbers’ Conference .........-------------------
Traveling, Missionar les, to Convention at Serbln 
Treasurer's Bond -------------------- —
Treasurer’s Compensatlons ------- .---------
Young People’s Board Expense------------------ -------- — 
January 15, 1937. Balance on Hand .

3. Students' Fund:
January 16. 1936. Balance Brought Forward-----------

Budget Allotment ______
Collection s and Donatio ns ....... ——..
Sale of Books — —------------- —---------

January 15. 1937. Balance on Hand-----------——-—
4. Home Mission Fund:

January 16. 1936. Deficit Brought Forward -------------
Budget Allotment  —------
Collectlons and Donations ------------ ----- --------- ---
Call of the Hour -----------------------—---------
Sale of Spanish Catechisms----------- -——-—---Spanlsh Church-paper Subscriptlons and Donations
Salary Repald
Subsldy from 

1,235.16

1.099.43

 $3,203.78

None

None



Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 1937 47

6. MlssJonaries' Auto Lean Fund:
January 16. 1936. Balance Brought Forward

Loans Repaid by MJssfcmarles

New Loans Made to Missionaries 
January 15, 1931. Balance cn Hand 

NH. — Thls bnlnnce conslsts of the followlng:
Balance in Fund 5444.53
Lohn Due Individual --------- _.—...  100.00

5544.53
Lass Loans Outstanding ----- -------- - ------------- 465.00
Balance on Hand  579.53

7. indlgent Studcnts' Endowment Fund:
January 16. 1936. Balance Brought Forward .

 onatlons .......... ................... ................. .........
January 15. 1937. Balance on Hand 

KB. —_Thl5 balance conslsts of the followlng:
Balance In Fund S1.374.8S
Lass: Investment Loan . .... 1,000.00

5 9.53
160.00

5169-53
90.00

5362.35
12 50

5374.85

79.53

374.85

Balance 

Balance,
1-1&-36 Reccipfs Remittcd Balance,

1-2S-37

S. All Othar Account*;:
Austin College Items

$ 83.41

$221.17
816.62
233.77
464.91
110.69
50.72

$221.17
816.62
233.77
460.91
110.69
50.72

$ 83.41
Bethlehem Örphanage ................... .. ....
Board of Support
Convention S'ünd ....................... —......
Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit______________
De af-mute and Blind Mission ........ ..... .... .....
Delegate Relief Fund __ ______ 295.04

49.10
53.00

192.33
176.24
179.92

78.25
192.33
176.24
179.92

15.00

216.79

34.10
53.00

EpileptEc Institute, Watertown_____________
Fiood SufTercrs
Foroign Mission s ................................................
Mexican Foor and Needy, San Antonio............
Mexico Chapel Building Fund
Negro Mlsslons

49.11
17.70 17.70

49J1Negro Mission in Texas ....
Pension Fund __ _________________________ 121.59

196.00
63.91
83.09
17.66

512-62

121.59
196.00
63.91
83.09
17.66

512.62

Rev. Segovia and Family.....................  ___...
Texas Centennlal Fund .
Wheat Ridge Sanitarlum .... ....... . ...... .............
Wheat Ridge Sanitarlum, Seals
Wlnfield Orphnnage .......... .__
Miscellaneous Accounts:

African Mlsslons
—

43 80
.25

5 36
43.80

.25
5.36 —American BJble Society.................... ...... „

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau ......
Children’s Foundllng Society_______
Com. for Protection of Child, Home, Schools
Deaconess Association_______ _____ —

3.00
9.95
5.00
1.00

25.50
3.80

3.00
9.95
5.00
1.00

25.50
3.80

•Fremont Örphanage ............. ............——
Indla Medical Mission
Initial Envelopes, General Body ......... ......
Lutheran Hour Broadcast 1 11.50

23.65
11.50
23.65 —

Mexican Stu dents’ Fund _ ____
Milwaukee Orpbanage _. .. — 10.00 10.00 ■
Mission among Universlty Student?-------- ----- 15.00 15.00 ----- *
Morales Boys at Austin __ ___________ —.
Radio Broadcast at Houston ___ —• - — 7.09

3.35
7.09
3.35 —

Relief In China ---------------------------
South American Missfons --—-------- -------

$529.66

1.00
39 81
11.25
.1.00
3.00
5.00
5.00
3.11

31.60
2.00
8 00

$3,733.96

1.00
39.81
11.25

1.00
3.00
5.00
5.00
3.11

31.60
2.00
8.00

$3.827.21 $436.41

Spanish Tract Fund------- „------------ ,—...
Sperlingshof Örphanage______ ______
St. John'*: College, Winfield____________
St. Louis City Mission _____ .____ -____
S ludent Edwin Hoelter ...----------------—
Student Theo. Mlchalk-----------------------
Student Edwin Rfske
Valparaiso Universlty---- ------------——..
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CHUR CH EXTENSION FUND

Itemization of Loans Outstanding as at January 15, 1937

Conprepatlons
Pa»d
since

1-16-36
Balance
Otoinp
I-J5-37

Alamo
Amnrjlln — Church  
Atnarlllo —Parsanage
Big Spring - .... —
Brady —
Bröwnsville_______
Canyon .... ----------------------—■
Carlsbad________ . . —_------------
Corpus Christi______________ — .
Den ton____ ------------------------ --------------
El Paso — Church____________________
El Paso — Farsanage - --------------------------
Follett —
Fr Ion □_____________________________ _
Galveston ..... — ....... ..........................
Galveston — Schoo) ______ —
Goose Creek--------------------------------------
Harlingen ........ ....--- -------- —
Harro lä_____________________________
Honey Grove .... —— ——______  ,
Houston — Bethany
Houston — Messian------ - ---------------------
Houston — St. John's
Houston — St Matthew’« ----------- ——-----
Houston •— St. Pau)'s ----------------------------
La Pryor ............
Llttlefleld____________________________
lubbock_ __________ _ ______________
Marlin______________________________
Perry ton ............... ..................
Plalnview ____________________
Port Arthur—St-Paul’s
Roswell, New Mexico ________ ______
Sager ton 
San Angelo__________________________
San Antonio—Mount Calvary
San Antonio — Mount Olive . ________
San Antonio — Mount Olive. Farsonage 
San Antonio — St. Paul's ............. .........
San Antonio—Trinity
SmilhvlLe___________________________
Sparenberg__________________________
Temple_____________ ________________
Texarkana __________________________
Thxee Rivers ______________
V ander fallt___________________________

$ 600-00
186.94
270-00
125.00
201-25
132.30
372.40

94.00
373.00
200.00
34.00

125 24
850.40
317.25
30198
140.24
427.70
315.00

1,111.79
360.00

550.00
115.73
202.44

64 00
720 00
477 50

60.00
332.70
350 00
120-00
360.00
131-30
300.00
226.3R
200.00
620-00

32.00
85.00

216.00
Totals ___ I $11.701.54

§ 435.00
1.204.00

412.50
175.00

1.737.36
1,748.75

727.20
550.00

3,337.20
4.248 27
7.700 00

269.90
30.00

2.940.72
5,806.40
2,632.75

927.18
525.00
761 96

4,923.71
3,595.25
1,089.05
0,327 83
6,622-16
1.045.00

149.00
2,316.53

429.27
3.445.80
4.320.00
2,565.82
6,903.95

250-00
3.768.68
1,723.95
4.189.53
1.820-00

919.10
617-17

2.311.17
174-00

1,630.00
2,684.65
1,723.93

433-00
$102,147.74

This repart 1s earrect. A. T. Kramer, TreasurcY, Wichitu Falls. Tex.
We, the undersigned, have examined the foregoing report and hereby certlfy

ft to bc correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.
March 22. 1937. H. T. Blaj I Audü Committee

«V. HINGST I
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AUDITORS’ REPORT

Dallas, Tex., March 22, 1937
The Texas District of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri,

Ohio, and Other States, in convcntion assembied at Houston, Tex.,
March 31 to Apri] 6, 1937.

DeaR Brethren:
The undersigned, composing your Audit Committee, have examined

the accounts and records of your Treasurer, Mr. A.T. Kramer, at Wichita
Falls, for the pcriod from July 16, 1936, to January 15, 1937, and we
he re with submit our report as follows:

The total of all cash receipts was checked with total bank deposits.
Your Committee look as an authentic basis for receipts the bimonthly
Treasurer's reports that appeared during this period in the District Mes­
sender and Der Distrikts bete.

All disbursements were verified with vouchers of authorization
signed bjr a member of a duly authorizcd committee ordering the re-
spective disbursements.

Bank balances as shown on the Treasurer's printed report to this
Convention as of January 15 have been reconciled and verified with bank
Statement or pass-book balance with the exception of the petty cash
account deposited in the City National Bank, which balance of $100 is
at the disposal of your President for official expenses.

The members of the Audit Committee wish to make special mention
of the importance that all congregations’ treasurers or pastors verify
their remittances to the District Treasurer with report of receipts as
published in the Distxict’s periodicals and to report promptly any dis-
crepancies, and where discrepancies are found, such should be men-
tioned as corrected in the following bimonthly printed report, which
printed reports serve as a true basis for a complete audit if it may be
assumed that the senders of money make such verifications.

The rccords as kept by your Treasurer were found in splendid con-
dition, and your Treasurer's Cooperation with your Audit Committee
facilitated and expedited thcir work greatly.

Your Audit Committee has as yet not examined the records of the
Church Extension Board at Austin, but is cognizant of this requirement
and intends to do so just as soon as convenient and with the least travel-
ing expense.

RespectfuHy submitted,
A. A. Hingst.
H. T. Biar.

Synod adapted this report, read by Mr. H. T. Biar, and also the
Treasurer’s Report.

4
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Report of Young People’s Board
Your Committee during the past year held its regulär monthly

meetings.
Although four years have passed since the last statistics were

gathered, we refrained from doing the same betöre this Conven­
tion. However, since General Synod is to meet in 1938, we should
have up-to-date figures and shali therefore send out questionnaires
before long. We plead with you to kindly give US the Information
asked for promptly. To do so will save the Texas District money.

More congregations than ever are holding annual roli-call
Services. The lattcr are a good way of finding out what becomes
cf your catechumens and of keepinfi in touch with those drifting
from the congrcgation.

Expenses for the past year: Monthly meetings (previous year),
$17.04; attending Lone Star and International conventions, $12.68;
stationery, §12.30. Total expense, $42.02.

Our correspondence has increascd about fourfold, owing mostly
to the Unite the Youth Endeavor. Two sets of circular letters
were sent out, including one to the congregation. Also, the brethren
seem to become more aware of the fact than previously that a
Young People’s Committee exists and is ready to serve them.
In spite of the fact that only about ten months have passed since
the last convention, approximately 500 pieces of mail were sent out.

A new series of articles has been published in the Texas Dis­
trict papers, one again receiving wider publication in the Lutheran
Witness.

Relationship between your Committee and the Walther League
remains cordial. The League of late is giving more attention to
Junior work and related Problems.

The subcommittee asked for at the last convention was ap-
pointed soon thereafter and has heen of help especially in bring-
ing before, and having considered at, the smaller Conferences the
essay submitted by the General Board, “Unite the Youth Endeavor,
an Opinion," as recommended by resolution of the District. These
contact men are the brethren H. R. Frerking, H. L. Wicderaenders,
W. M. Schreiner, L. A. Trinklein, and W. W. Stratmann.

Your Committee has kept in close touch with the Unite the
Youth Movement. The chairman was asked to serve as a Com­
mittee member of the Lone Star League Committee. In this capa-
city he attended three meetings, the expense connected therewith
being bome by the U. Y. E. foundation. Your Committee is con-
vinced that much good will come from this movement. Already
there have been organized new societies, and others have heen
reorganized. There is no doubt ab out it that this movement has
served to bring the responsibility for the care of our young people
before our pastors, teachers, congregations, parents, and the young
people themselves. Considering the grave temptations and great
dangers to which our youth is exposed, this was most necessary.

Your Committee is highly pleased with the fact that this Con­
vention has been designated a “Youth Convention" and that more
time than usual will be given to the youth problem.

May the good Lord, who raised the young man of Nain and the
young daughter of Jairus for continued Service in the home and 
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the Church, bless our deliberations at Houston and our Young
People’s Work in the Texas District, yes, throughout Synod at
large, to the glory of His holy name!

Respectfully submitte d by your Board for Young People's
Work: Geo. j B£YEn# Chairman.

Th. R. Bethke
Walter Kramer

Committee 10 recommended the following, which the Conven­
tion adopted:

1 That the District Young People’s Board be commended for
its efficient work;

2. That the District endorse the Unite the Youth Enden vor
and emphasize in this connection that special efforts be made to
regain and retain the youth of the Church for active participation
in the Lord’s work.

The convention also voted to increase the budget appropria-
tion for the Young People’s Board to $300 per triennium.

Dr. Theodore Graebner, chairman of Synod’s Young People’s
Board, was present and addressed the convention in regard to
young people’s work. He pointed out that the rehabilitation of
the home is an important factor in our work with the young
people. Family association and family prayer have been seriously
affected by the disintegration of the home. There is reading-
material in some families that should not be found in Christian
homes Such material creates a morbid interest in the baser things.
It is our duty to remind parents of their responsibility und er such
conditions. We also need to encourage our people to make their
homes pleasant for the young people. The local congregation has
another responsibility toward the young people besides encourag-
ing them to be receptive of what the Church öfters them. This
is to teach our youth to be actively engaged in some work of the
Church.

Prof. O. P. Kretzmann, Executive Secretary of the International
Walther League, also spoke. He stated that the Walther League
is not at all in disagreement with the stand of the Church that the
pastor is in the first place the shepherd also of the young people.
The Walther League exists merely to setve the Church in its young
people’s work. No one is coerced to adopt its program, Thus far,
however, no b etter pro gram has been found. Pastors and teachers
are free to accept or reject whatever material is offered by the
Walther League for young people's work. The reason for rejection
of any material is asked merely with a view to possible future
improvement.

Both Dr. Graebner and Professor Kretzmann were given a
cordial vote of thanks for their part in this “Youth Convention” of
the Texas District.

Report of Board for Indigent Students
We, the Board for Indigent Students, beg leave to submit the

following report:
Düring the first semester of the 1936—1937 school-year 23

students received support to the extent of 80 per cent. of the board- 
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One of the students quit after the Christmas holidays, and one is
doing supply-work. That leaves 21 studcnts on the support roll.
Support given thus far: $1,014. The requirements for the second
Semester should be $84 less.

Resolution
Whereas, Our expenditures at the present rate far exceed our

incomes; and
Whereas, The Board feels that somc method of limiting the

expenditures must be established; therefore be it
Resolved, That the Board for Indigcnt Students shall not grant

assistance to more than 15 students at one time.
Respectfully submitted by

The Board of Indigent Students
J. H. Kollmeyer, Chairman
E. F. WlLKENING C. G. WUKASCH

The following resolution presented by Committee 8 was
adopted:

Whereas, The numher of applicants for support from the In­
digent Students’ Fund has increased from year to year; and

Whereas, The Board for Indigent Students feels that some limit
be set to the amount of money which they may expend; and

Whereas, pjacing a limit on the number of students supported
wou]d be too arbitrary; and

Whereas, Setting a limit to the amount of money to be ex-
pended would give them greater freedom of action; and

Whereas, The amount set aside by the budget for this fund
in recent years has been small owing to an accumulated sur-
plus; and

Whereas, this surplus has been practically exhausted; and
Whereas, It is evident that a larger amount will have to be

appropriated in the future; therefore be it
Resolved, That the Finance Board appropriate 8 per cent. of the

first division of the budget for the Indigent Students' Fund; and
he it further

Resolved, That the Board for Indigent Students be limited in
its expenditure to the amount thus appropriated.

Report of Board of Support
To the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, Texas Distriet,

assembled March 31 to April 6, 1937, at Houston, Tex.
Brethhen:

Total amount expended in all Districts of Synod, $223,337.05,
for: 229 pastors

74 tea chers
4 lady teachers

242 wives
354 widows of pastors
114 widows of teachers
470 children

54 students
1,541, total number of persons supported.
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For the Texas District: $7,184.00 was distributed as follows:
5 pastors
1 tcacher
4 wives

13 widows of pastors
3 teachers’ widows

23 children
1 Student

50, total number supported in Texas District.
Board of Support, Texas District

G. W. Fischer
Aue. C. F. Lange

Giddings, Tex., March 24, 1937 J. H. Biar

Elections
Nominces for Board of Control of our Austin Concordia

the DeJcgate Synod in St- Louis. 1938)
Slate 2

President C. M. Beyer
Pastor A. F. Michalk
Mcssrs. 0. Weise, Paul Knippa,

Edwin Kilian
Pastor K. G. Manz, Advisory

Ekctors Slatu 2
Pastors: R. Osthoff

A. O. Rast
W.E Dorre
G. W. Schmidt

(New Orleans)
R. Prange (Little Rock)

Delegates (o the Convention of the Dekgate Synnd in St, Louis
(Alternates in parentheses)

Southeast Texas Circuit: Pastor A. Arndt (C.J. Appel). Congrega-
tion: William Penn (Galveston).

North Texas Regional: Pastor Paul Kaiser (P. J. Klenk). Congrega-
tion: Wichita Falls (Vernon, St.Paul’s).

Panhandie: Pastor H. Frerking (A. R. Allmann). Congregation:
Litt!efieId (Sparenberg).

Gulf Coast: Pastor A. O. Rast (Fred Boerger). Congregation: Three
Rivers (Kingsville).

North Texas: Pastor H. L. Wiederaenders (E. R. Rathgeber). Con­
gregation: Dallas, Grace (Fort Worth).

Central Texas: Pastor H. C. Gaertner (A Wagner). Congregation:
Thorndale (AJeman).

Post Oak: Pastor A, Michalk (L. O. Trinklein). Congregation: Win­
chester (Serbin).

Advisory Pastors: F. W. Lammert (Ottomar Schmidt).
Advisory Teachers: W. 0. Doering (H. Stroebel).

Delegates to Synodicai Conference
Pastor Paul Birkmann (E. M. Robert). Teacher H. E. Weiser

(E. Schultz).

<Tö be presenfed at the conventian of
Slate 1

President C. M. Beyer
Pastor F. H. Steher
Messrs. R. F. Leschber, Paul Nergcr,

H. F. Ritter
Pastor K. G. Manz, Advisory

Slate 1 Board of
Pastors: G. W. Fischer

W. H. Bewie
H. C. Gaertner
H. B. Rocpe

(New Orleans)
M. W. Holls (New Orleans)
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Overtures
Delinquent Remittances to Convention Relief Treasury

OVERTURE 1

To the Synod of the Texas District, asscmbled in convention
at Houston, Tex., March 31 to April 6, 1937.

Whereas, The District Synod has created a Convention Relief
Treasury for the purpose of assisting the host congregation in
defraying expenses; and

Whereas, The amount required of each congregation is based
upon the per-comm unicant contribution of 3 Cents; and

Whereas, We believe that every congregation is financially
able to make such remittance; and

Whereas, In the past many congregations have failed to remit
or neglected to do so on time; and

Whereas, Tn all fairness, this remittance should be made by
all congregations, subsidized as well as self-sustaining, in advance
of the convention date; therefore he it

Resolved, That the registration and card state whether or not
the respective congregation or mission-place has remitted for the
above-stated purpose; and be it further

Resolved, That the President of the District create a standing
Committee of five, composed of three pastors and two teaehers;
and be it furthermore

Resolved, That this committee receive from the registration
conunittee all registration cards which indicate that no remittance
has been made; and be it furthermore

Resolved, That this committee hear the excuses to be offered
by the pastor, teacher, and delegate of those congregations which
have failed to remit; and be it finally

Resolued, That in the absence of a valid excuse this committee
be erapowered to recommend to Synod that no free meals be given
to pastors, teaehers, and delegates of said congregations.

Respectfully submitte d by your Committee, appointed at the
Suggestion of the District Finance Committee by the President of
the District. Rev. Paul Kaiser, Chairman

Rev. H. F. Peiman
A. A. Hingst A. J. Weeth
Theodore Lammert, Seeretary

Synod adopted this overture, with a change in the personnel
of the committee, and President Beyer appointed the following
committee: Pastors L. J. Werner, C. J. Steyer; Teacher E, Schultz;
delegates from Dallas, Zion, and Port Arthur, Trinity.

Mexican Mission for Houston
Overture 2

To the Ven. Synod of the Texas District of the Lutheran Synod
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, assembled in conven­
tion at Houston, Tex., March 31 to April 6, 1937.

Whereas, The Mexican population of Houston at the time of
the last census (1930) totaled 15,000; and
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Whereas, Many of these, on Investigation made through per­
sonal visits and questioning in some 70 instances, declared they
bad no church Connections and no preference for even the Roman
Catholic Church; and

Whereas, Numbers of them have already become favorably
acquainted with the Luthe ran Church through the schoo! of
Trinity Lutheran Church and through the mission Sunday-school
conducted by Lutherans in a Houston hospital for children and
continue to become so acquainted in hoth ways each year; and

Whereas, A few have even expressed an apparcntly sincere
desire for Lutheran Services of their own in the Spanish lan-
guage; and

Whereas, A missionary stationed in Houston could labor among
a spiritually needy people massed together in one locality, and with
a portion of them already favorably acquainted with the Lutheran
Church; therefore the undersigned congregation, in a meeting of
the congregation held January 11, 1937,

Resolued respectfully to petition the Ven. Synod to provide
a Spanish-speaking missionary to labor among the Mexicans of
Houston and to equip him with such aids to bis work as the Dis-
trict may deem advisable.

With kindest greetings, we rema in
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church

Alvin A. Klein, President
N. T. Shorck, Secretary

Over Türe 3
To the Texas District of the Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio,

and Other States, assembled in convention at Houston, Tex.,
March 31 to April 6, 1937.

We, the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Houston, Tex.,
in a regularly cailed meeting held on January 6, 1937, adopted a
resolution to send the following memorial to the Texas District
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other
States:

Whereas, The Mexican population of Houston at the time of
the last census in 1930 totaled 15,000; and

Whereas, Many of these, at a personal canvass made, declared
they had no church Connections; and

Whereas, Numbers of them have already become favorably
acquainted with the Lutheran Church through the Lutheran schools
and Sunday-schools of our congregations; and

Whereas, A few have even expressed an apparently sincere
desire for Lutheran Services of their own in the Spanish lan-
guage; and

Whereas, A missionary stationed in Houston could labor among
a spiritually needy people massed together in one locality and with
a portion of them already favorably acquainted with the Lutheran
Church; therefore we, the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Sixty-sixth and Avenue E, Houston, Tex.,



56 Proceedings of 22d Convention of Texas District,

RespectjulVy ask the Texas District to pr ovide a Spanish-
speaking missionary to labor among the Mexicans of Houston and
to equip hiiri with such aids to his work as the District may deem
advisable. Very cordially,

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas
Fred W. Heiddreder, President
M. C. Knudson, Secretary
E. H. Palm, Eider
Carl Buchan, Eider
W. E. Dorre, Pastor

See item No. 20, adopted under “Report of Missions.”

Additional Professorship at Austin
Overture 4

To the Texas District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio,
and Other States, in convention assembled at Houston, Tex.

Dear Bretrren:
The Board of Control of the Lutheran Concordia College, at

Austin Tex., hereby respectfully petitions the Texas District to
memorialize the Synod to permit our Concordia to call a perma­
nent professor for the Science courses. We off er the following
reasons:

1) We have now operated for eleven years under an einer-
gency arrangement, whereby the Science teacher changes every
two years. Since the school is now firmly established, we feel that
it ought to be given permanency in every department.

2) The present set-up is unsatisfactory from several angles.
a) The respective assistant professor (candidate) is unduly

handicapped hy reason of his inexperience and the resultant la-
borious efforts he must make to acquaint himself with the course,
only to find that after two years, when he would be able to teach
with pleasure to himself and with pro fit to his classes, he must
move on.

b) The respective Science classes are continually subjected to
the amateur efforts of a novice. We say this without the least
reflection on the work perform ed by the several assistant Pro­
fessors the school has had these years. Bather we shall say that
they acquitted themselves with credit. Nevertheless they were
amateurs and could not be anything but amateurs.

c) In the twa Science courses (General Science and Physics)
that are given and which every Student must take every graduate
has had two different amateur teachers. It Stands to reason that
there could not be that Integration of the latter course into the
former that it ought to be.

3) The present set-up is hurtjul to the school, inasmuch as
a) It cannot attain to that degree of efficiency in the Sciences

which is looked for in an accredited school
b) This fact seriously endangers our accreditation. The State

authorities will hardly tolerate an indefinite continuance of such 
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an emergency arrangement, To lose our accreditation would be
n serious setback for the school.

c) In addition to these disadvantages the school suffers dis-
turbances in other departments or branches every two years.
It must be understood that the assistant professor (candidate) who
teaches the Sciences must teach also other subjects. Since, how-
ever, not every candidate is inclined or able to teach the same
courses that the previous assistant bas taught, a readjustment of
the tea ching per sonnet becomes necessary every two years also
in other branches (German, Latin, Greek, History, English).

In view of this Situation and in consideration of the further
fact that we seek to induce high-school students to enroll, we
feel that our request for a permanent professor for the Sciences
is fully justified and therefore urgently petition the Texas District
to use its good influences with the Synod in behalf of our Texas
Concordia. Respectfully submitte d by

The Board of Control
Rev, F. H. Stelzer, Executive Secretary

The convention adopted this resolution.

Laymen’s Resolution on Christian Day-Schools
Whereas, It cannot be denied that the interest in, and the

appreciation of, the Christian day-school in our midst is not as
general and not as keen as it should be, but rather is alarmingly on
the wane; and

Whereas, The Christian day-school is, without any possibility
of refutation, the most effective rneans of safeguarding our children
intellectually, educationally, and spiritually against the ever-
increasing danger of worldliness, indifference, and unbelief; and

Whereas, Other denominations are furnishing us the encour-
agement not to grow weary in maintaining these schools by ad-
vocating the establishment of Christian day-schools in their cir-
cles; therefore be it

Rcsolved, That the delegates, teachers, and pastors of this
convention take up the question of the Christian day-school in their
respective congregations and eamestly, whole-heartedly, and ener-
getically strive to bring about either the establishment or the
more active support of the Christian school, as the case may be;
and be it further

Resolued, That this be done systematically by arranging, if
necessary, for a series of meetings with all communieant members
for the purpose of their learning anew the great value and urgent
necessity of a Christian training for our children, of discussing
the best ways and means of meeting local difficulties, and of dis-
cussing this vital question from all angles; and be it finally

Resolued, That the pastors present the matter of Christian
schools in its various aspects in a well-prepared, heart-to-heart
männer. G Dube

C. H. Mueller
A. H. Smith
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Publicity Matters
The following recommendations of Committee No. 11 were

adopted:
1. That the sum of $200 annually be granted the Publicity

Bureau for the next two years;
2. That the manager of the District papers send the past year’s

list of subscribers from our congregations to the respective pastors
in galley form; that the pastors correct this list and bring it up
to date and thereupon send the corrected list to the manager, who
in turn is to send a copy of the corrected lists to the publishers.

KFUO Resolution
Whereas, The necessity of KFUO for the dissemination of the

pure Gospel and of Biblical principles is admitted by all concemed;
and

Whereas, There seems to be a grave danger of losing this
privilege granted to the Station up to this time; and

Whereas, The Installation of a 5,000-watt transmitter and the
Institution of varied programs would seem to avert this danger; and

Whereas, This change in the Operation of KFUO would incur
an expenditure of §75,000; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Texas District grant the request of KFUO
to circularize the pastors of our District to lend their efforts to-
wards this praiseworthy cause.

This resolution was adopted by Synod.

Report of Committee on Confidential Matters
The following sums were granted for traveling expenses to

this District convention at Houston:
a) Out of Delegate Relief Fund for needy delegates $ 32.36
b) Out of Current Expense Fund for missionaries 272.39

Total  $304.75

Minutes and Essays
Committee No. 3 examined the minutes and essays of the

State Teachers’ Conference and reported favorably on them,
whereupon Synod adopted them.

Congregations Received into Membership of Synod
The Committee on Constitutions recommended the following

for membership in Synod: St. Paul's of Sparenberg and St. Paul’s
of Harlingen. Synod duly aecepted these congregations into mem­
bership.

Miscellaneous
1. The New Pension Plan for pastors and teachers is to be

taken up at the District Conferences for consideration.
2. A memorial service for the departed brethren Pastor J. H.

Sieck and Teacher G. Baumgart was conducted during the con­
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vention by the chaplain, Pastor W. J. Luecke. The Scripture read-
ing was Rev. 7, 9—17.

3. Dr. J. W. Behnken conducted a jubilee Service in honor of
Prof. H. Studtmann, who has completed forty years of Service in
the office of the ministry; of Pastors P. J. Klenk and Paul Birk­
mann, who have completed twenty-five years in the ministry; and
of Teacher L. O. Kasper, who has served for thirty years in the
teaching profession.

4. Prof. C. S. Mundinger was in attendance for a portion of the
convention and spoke in behalf of St. John’s College of Win-
field, Kans.

5. Pastor C. H. Napier reported on the work of the Centennial
Committee. A surplus of $208 in the Centennial Fund will be
tumed over to the KFUO Fund.

6 The time for the next District convention is to be set on any
date between July 1 and August 15.

7. An essay on “Unionism” is to be delivered at the next con­
vention. The selection of an essayist was left to President Beyer.

8. Pastor C. W. Ladewig of Trinity Congregation, Port Arthur,
invited the State Pastors' and Teachers' Conference for next year.
The invitation was accepted with thanks.

9. The venerable Dr. G. Birkmarm extended his personal greet-
ings in a communication to Synod. President Beyer was requested
to answer with greetings from Synod to this Veteran of the District.

10. Synod passed a resolution to encourage congregations
which have dropped the “Call of the Hour" collections to reintro-
duce them. Sums received in this way will be appropriated % for
missions in Texas and XA for missions of the General Body.

11. Pastor W. H. Bewie reported for the Legislative Committee.
12. Pastor Geo. Naumann gave an interesting account of our

missions in India.
13. Prof. G. Viehweg, archivist of the District, requests photos

of pastors, teachers, and their families and histories of congrega­
tions and schools.

14. Teacher E. F. Wendland gave a report of the General
Teachers’ Conference.

15. Pastor K. G. Manz reported on our Colored Missions.
16. The report on deaconess Work was filed with the Secretary

by Pastor A. E. Moebus.

Votes of Thanks
Special thanks were voted to

1- The pastor, the teachers, the ladies, and the members of
Trinity Congregation for their generous hospitality; also to neigh-
boring pastors, teachers, and congregations for lending their as-
sistance in this respect.

2. Dr. J. W. Behnken for his interesting and instructive reports.
3. Prof. G. Viehweg for his edifying essay.
4. Prof. O. P. Kretzmann for his inspiring youth sermon on

Sunday night.
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5. The newspapers of Houston for generous Publicity given.
6. Radio Stations KTRH and KPRC for free Broadcasting.
7. Mr. Clarence Knippa and Mrs. Weltmann for assisting the

Publicity Bureau in preparing mimeographed material for this Con­
vention.

Synod Adjourned
its 1937 convention with a hymn, the recitation of the Creed, and
prayer.
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Assistant Secretary: Rev. Paul Eifert
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SOLI DEO GLORIA!


